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Press release on March 13, 2013

Women's Urgent Call for the prevention of war and
making peace on the Korean Peninsula

Stop the threat of war on the Korean Peninsula and start a dialogue for peace!

We women are decply concemed about the crisis of war. Since North Korea's rocket
launch last December, a vicious cirle of sanctions and armed protests has continued
unabated. Particularly, South Korea and the US goverments recently conducted the
Key Resolve miliary exercise, which included 2 nudlear-powered carrer, and North
Korea responded by claiming that it would rescind the amistice agreement and cancel
the non-aggression pact

between North and South Kores, and threatened a nuclear strike.

This year is the 60th anniversary of the signing of the Korean War armistice treaty. A
war poses a disaster to women, children and other living things. We already
experienced a horrendous war among the same race. We remember the tears and deep
somow from death, separation, hunger and sexual violence upon women. Therefore,
North and South Koreas desperate effort s needed 1o embrace the scars of war,
reconcile and live together.

However, we hardly hear any voices calling for peace from the North and South
Korean governments. The current situatio is the product of the hostle relationship of
the USNorth Korea, and the two Koreas as the Korean War never actually ended
over the last 60 years and the armistice condnued o exist, Their mutual hostity,
hatred, and deeply-rooted fear have long lasted. As long as the armistice regime
continues, millary threat and confrontations, and  fear will pervade. The fundamental
solution 1o end such a vicious circle of violence and counter-violence should be.
pursucd,
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We women urge the North and South Korean goverments and the US government to
make a bold politcal decision 1o prevent war and seltle peace. We hope that conficts
on the Korean Peninsula will be resoived through dialogue, compromise and
cooperation. We urge all concemed parties not to threat the other side through
military superiorty, nuclear deterrence, and miltary exercises and try to gain benefits,
but 1o pursue peace by peaceful means by searching for mutual benefits through
politcal negotiatons, dialogue and reconciiations.

We women as agent of peacemaking hope that this 60th anniversary of the Korean
War amistice will be the first year of the singing of a peace treaty. We are also
determined 1o promote interKorean exchanges and 1o work together with other
women at home and abroad to make the Korean Peninsula peaceful so that our
children will frecly travel over the demiliarized zone (DMZ) to Europe.

Therefore, we call upon the concemed parties as follows o prevent a war and make
peace

First, the North and South Korean govemments should stop any action and military
exercses which only increase war risks

Second, the two Korean governments should obey inter-Korean agreements and start a
dialogue for recondilation, cooperation and peaceful settlement.

“Third, the sttes of the six-party talks should resume the talks for the denuclearization
on the Korean Perinsula

Fourth, South Korea, North Korea, United Sates of America, and China should sart
dialogues and negotiations for a permanent peace regime on the Korean Perinsula

Women's urgent Action for the prevention of war and
making peace on the Korean Peninsula (Total 66 women's organizations)
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GPPAC Statement Calling for Immediate Dialogue
on the Korean Peninsula Crisis

April 13, 2013

‘The Global Partnership for the Prevention of Armed Conflict (GPPAC) is decply
concerned by the heightening tensions on and around the Korean Peninsula, and calls
for an immediate retum to dislogue and communications as the only way o
decsalate the siation and make sips o prevent vioknce and promote
denucleaisaion, peace and cooperationon the Korean Perinsula, This should be carmied
out by convening a5 soon as possible both direct dialogue betwoen the USDPRK and
the two Koreas, as well as a meeting of representatives of countries of the Six Party
Talks, the most appropriate institutional peace and security mecharism in Nertheast
Asia. All eforts must be made to immediately convene such dialogue, working at the
same time for both denucleariation and the conclusion of a peace treaty to replace
the 60 year old Korean War armistce.

The currently escalating tensions on and around the Korean Perinsula highlight the
urgency of the situation, and the potental of grave miscalculations which could lead
to catastrophic results for citizens. The lack of a permanent peace freaty and lingering
unresolved. problems emanating from the Cold War are fundamentally contributing 1o
these tensiors. GPPAC thus alls for countries in the region and the United Nations to
make al efforts possible to urgently implement the following

To immediaely come back to the dialogue table to decrease tensians resolve this crisi,
including holding direct dialogue between the US-DPRK and the two Koreas as well
a5 convening a meeting of representatives of the countries involved in the Six Party
Talks.

The United Nations Security Council should give full and urgent support for such
mecting and all other related eforts for diplomacy. As appropriate the UN General

Assembly should assst in promoting peace and the do-escalaton of tensions.

Cessation by all partes of nuclear and missile tests, milltary exercies, missile defense
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deployment and other related actions which contribute to further  tonsions  and
potential armed conflict in the region.

An immediate end Lo provocative statements and actions from all sides of the confict

Immediate re-nstatement of cutaoff commurication links, including military hotlnes
between Seoul and Pyongyang.

Continuation of the Kaesong Industrial Complex and  other similar jint. cooperation
cfforts between the two. Koreas, which serve as vital confidence building and civi
conflict prevention measues.

For the media, particularly on the Korean Peninsula and in the United States, (0 be
more sensitive to its impact on the confict and to make efforts to decrease tensions.

Full inclusion of civi society, including women, in efforts for dialogue and resolution,

Dialogue and the creation of a regioral framework for peace are absolutely imperative
o peacefully resolve this crisis situation and prevent further suffering by citzens on
the Korean perinsula and in the region As a global civil society peaccbuilding
network, GPPAC has been working on implementing a civil society-led dialogue on
the Korean Peninsula, Emphasising the noodt for nonmiltary approaches with. civl
society involvement, GPPAC confirms its dedication 1o make every effort within our
reach to facltate dialogue amongst all stakeholders, with the aim to contribute to the
decscalation of the crsis, denuclearisation and creation of a peace regime for the
Korean Peninsula, as well as the Northeast Asia region
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Asia and the Pacific / Global Partnership for Prevention of Armed Conflict Northeast
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Global Civil Peace Declaration
- End the Korean War and Sign a Peace Treaty!

2013 marks the 60th anniversary of the Korean War Amistice Agreement. Hostilties
were ended in 1953, leaving numerous deaths and inestimable property damage. Since
then the war has ot been officially terminated. Sity years Jater, the Korean Peninsula
still faces an unprocedented level of millary tension

We, people of global society, are decply concerned that milltary tension and conflict in
and around the Korean Perinsula have persisted and even increased in recent years.
Now we must replace politico-miltary hostilities and arms races with. peaceful
cooperation. Lets make the year 2013, the 60th year of ceasefire, a year to progress
towards a new peace system by formally ending the Korean War and signing o
Korean peace treaty. The Korean Peninsula should no fonger be an area of confict
and dispute, but one of peaceful cooperation in which all countries of Northeast Asia,
including North and South Korea, take the lead in realizing a vision of co-exstence.

With people’s solidarity and support, we declare as below while launching the Global
Campaign to End the Korean War and Sign a Peace Treaty between 22 July 2013 and
28 July 2013,

End the Korean War' Shit from the armistice system 10 a peace syster!

The armistice system itsell has been the prinary cause of huge suffering and sacrifie
by the people on both sides. I is more important than anything clse to transform the
armistice system into a peace syster to create a peaceful and humane way of lie in

Korea

Move toward a nuclear weapons free Northeast Asia by establishing a peace system!
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‘The nuclear crisis on the Korean Peninsula means a nuclear criss in Northeast Asia
A new approach should be taken, based on the 2005 Six Parties’ Agreement on the
establishment of Working Group on Northeast Asia Peace and Security Mecharism.
Not only efforts o abolish the North Korean nuclear program, but also effots to
remove nuclear theeats in Northeast Asia are required.

Bring peace and cooperation to East Asia

Military tensions and arms races have intensified in the region duc to. teritorial
disputes. Militarization of the region s being accelerated by reinforcing the USed
naval alliance and US-ROK-Japan military cooperation. One possible solution is 10 stop
faval miliarization in East Asia and to transform conflics and confrontation into
cooperation and reciprocity.

We believe miltary tensions on the Korean Peninsula are closely linked with currently
heightening militarization, historical/teritorial disputes in all over Asia. We will realize
justice and achieve peace not only in Korean Peninsula but also in all over Asia in
solidarity

The Global Preparatory Committee for the Global Campaign
0 End the Korean War and to Sign  Peace Treaty

Intermational Peace Burcau / The Working Group for Peace and Demilitarization in

Asia and the Pacific / Global Partnership for Prevention of Armed Conflict Northeast

Asia / Teople Solidarity for Participatory Democracy / Peace Network / Women

Making Peace
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No more tear of Bahrain people caused by made-in-Korea tear gas canisters

Tear gos was heavily used during democratic movement in Korean history, The
dictatorship applied tear gases against the people to suffocate the desire for
democracy. Direct application of tear gases caused the lives of Hanyeol Lee (1987)
[whose death sparklod June Democracy Movement and introduction of - direct
presidential election] a5 well a5 Juycol Kim (19%0) [whose death led to April
Revolution which toppled South Korea's the fint president]. Because tear gases have
caused many problems the Korean government has stopped using it since 1999, The
Korean companies now produce tear gas canisters only for export purposes.

“This is not the firs time that tear gas canisters exporied from Korea tumed out to
have problems. In June 2013, the Turkish police applicd them against peaceful
protesters with many injured. Among the canisters used ot Turkey were ones
produced by Dackwang Chemical, a Korean company.

The situation in Bahrain is known much worse. The security force in Bahrain has
continuously used tear gas canistrs produced by Dackwang Chemical and CNO Tech
from Korea. Not only do they use it against the protesters, but they also use
indiscriminately even when there is o protest ongoing, It is revealed that they even
shot it into residences. Physicians for Human Rights have reported that at least 39
people have Jost their lives in Bahvain due o tear gas since 2011 and that the actual
death toll may be higher than 200. Much more people have been injured. Teenagers,
soniors and disabled people were not spared by security force.

1t was reportedly the two Korean companies that exported the largest quanity of tear
gas canisters {0 Babwain in 2011 - 2013, The Korean comparies exported 13 million
canisters to Hahrain in 2011 - 2012 Recently, it was revealed that Bahraini govemment
s planning 1o import 16 million canisters more and Korean companies are also
willing to export more,
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Acknowledging that Bahvaini goverment is abusing fear gas canisters, several
countries including United States banned s exportation to Bahrain. Lately, well- known
intellectuals Noam Chomsky and Norman Finkelstein, famous director John Pilger and
many more have also urged that the countries including Korea should stop exporting
tear gases to Bahrs

South Korea has signed the Arms Trade Treaty (ATT). It is an intemationaly alertng
issue for ATT signatories (o export weaponry 1o the country whose usage is likely
cause violation of human rights. The Korean government should apply in the interim
Article 6(Prohivitons) and 7(Export and Export Assessment) of ATT and immediaiely
ban tear gas exportation. Also, Defense Acquisiton Program Administeation (DAPA, an
agency which give permission 1o export) should ban tear gas exportation accordin o
Article 57 of the DAPA Law, which sates that ‘DAPA may prohibit exportaton of
defense products in order to secure world peace, global security and national security

- Immediatey stop exporting Korean tear gas canisters o Bahrain'
- DAPA and Korean government should stop permitting tear gas cxportation 1o

Bavain and all the other countries which are likely to use it in a way 1o cause severe
human right violatons!

October 31, 2013
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