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PASUGUAN NG PILIPINAS EMBASSY OF THE PHILIPPINES
SEOUL

CONGRATULATORY MESSAGE

In conflict situations and .in the ensuing breakdown of social structures, 1t 1s

the women who often suffer as a result of accompanying violence.

It is with this background that the United Nations Security Council
unanimously  approved UNSCR 1325 in October 2000. which called for the the
adoption of a gender perspective in conflict prevention and search for durable
solutions. The UN document required parties to a conflict to respect women's rights
and to support their participation in peace negotiations and in be given attention
during repatriation and resettlement. rehabilitation reintegration and post—conflict

reconsuruction.

The philippines 1s no stranger to conflict. [t went through decades—old
struggles with local a secessionist movement and an armed group advocatung the
adoption of a socialist form of government. The first was recently resolved with the

signing of a peace agreement, while the second is undergoing a protracted process.

Aware of the objectives of Resolution 1325. Philippine civil society groups
and government nstitutions teamed up to ensure that the concerns women are not
overlooked In our search for durable peace. After all. women are distinct

stakeholders to these conflict as much as the men.

fral ¢t Ao 132559 = A4 -4-



Their collective action resulted in the inclusion of the section in the current
Philippine development Plan (2010-2016), affirming the Philippine government's
commitment to support the implementation of Resolution 1325. This made the
Philippines as the first Asian country to do so. Specifically. the Philippine Action
plan calls for a close collaboration between government institutions and civil society
groups to fully comply with the government's commitment to increase participation
of women in peace process and address sexual violence against women in armed

conflict situations.

I am therefore humbled with the recognition that your group-the 1325
Network - has given to Philippine efforts to mainstream gender perspective in
search for durable peace. I hope that the process that we underwent will serve to
nspire your group. and other Korean NGOs of similar persuasion. in vour own
search for peace in the Korean Peninsula. | wish to assure vou that just as we have
helped you in the 19350s during the Korean War to restore peace and democracy in
your country, we shall again be ready to support you in this endeavor to come up

with your own national plan to adopt UN Resolution 1325.

Let me therefore congratulate Network 1325 for hosting this forum as a

meaningful way to celebrate International Women's Day for Peace and Disarmament.
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