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People’s Association for Peace and Disarmament &% 4 2 W dA 3
!

St 2RAGRANLEEY WEND, BAEFRIALATAE) w2

FH#E 3k 3 3)), James Reillv(American Friends Service
Committee East Asia Affairs)
C W8 Pl= American Friends Service Committee] B3t $JAJE1 2|32 AL

dollM vl= ofdekao} ool E Bd FrjdlojEistr|Z A

> American Friends Service Committee

19179 2530 1947 =M H 34 54

The American Friends Service Committee carries out service, development,
social justice, and peace programs throughout the world. Founded by
Quakers in 1917 to provide conscientious objectors with an opportunity to
aid civilian war victims, AFSC's work attracts the support and partnership
of people of many races, religions, and cultures.

AFSC's work is based on the Quaker belief in the worth of every person
and faith in the power of love to overcome violence and injustice. The
organization’s mission and achievements won worldwide recognition in 1947
when it accepted the Nobel Peace Prize with the British Friends Service
Council on behalf of all Quakers.

The AFSC is directed bv a Quaker board and staffed by Quakers and other

people of faith who share the Friends” desire for peace and social justice.
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Proposals for the Establishment of Peace on the Korean

Peninsula and in Northeast Asia

Women striving for a 21st century of peace and coexistence through the

overcoming of division and confrontation
July 16, 2007

Korean women have realized the importance of peace on the Korean peninsula as a
result of our experiences of Japanese colonial rule, national division, the Korean War
and the Cold War. Our experiences confirmed that peace is life itself and the
fundamental hope and universal right of humankind. We have placed our utmost
efforts in creating an environment that is conducive to women’s development, by

maintaining peace, developing human rights and achieving democracy.

The Joint Statement of 19 September 2005 and Initial Actions for the Implementation
of the Joint statement (13 February 2007) mark the end of the cold war in the verv
last place it existed, ie., the Korean Peninsula, and the beginning of a new era of
peace building.  The six-party talks are a turning point in creating new peace and
cooperation in Northeast Asia. Now is the right time to establish peace and achieve
coexistence on the Korean Peninsula and Northeast Asia, overcoming all struggles and

confrontations.

We, South Korean Women Peace Delegation, declare the following, towards the

achievement of peace and coexistence on the Korean Peninsula and in Northeast Asia.

1. We urge the governments in Northeast Asia to develop peace policy based on
coexistence and cooperation.

Permanent peace depends on a firm commitment to mutual existence and cooperation,
rather than on an arms race based on mutual mistrust. We women urge that each
government find methods to  decpen mutual understanding, cooperation and

interdependence  with other countries. We pursue a comprehensive approach to
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promote peace, environmental protection, sustainable development and women's rights
as an integrated whole, not military centered security which has some limitation on

protection of social rights and sustainable development.

2. We demand denuclearization of the Korean Peninsula and replacement of
armistice with peace agreement.

The establishment of peace on the Korean Peninsula is closely related to resolution of
the North Korecan nuclear issue and to the normalization of relations between North
Korea and the United States. Peaceful future of the Korean Peninsula cannot be
achieved until the North Korean nuclear issue is resolved. In addition, the permanent
peace agreement on the Korean peninsula cannot be reached until relations between
North Korea and the United States are normalized. Thus, North Korea’s nuclear issues
should be resolved fundamentally and peacefully, and security of North Korea should
be guaranteed in order to resolve the hostile relations and cstablish truly normal
relations between North Korea and the United States.

We demand the resolution of conflicts through diplomatic and peaceful means, through
economic cooperation, negotiations and dialogues under a peace regime on the Korean
Peninsula. The denuclearization of the Korean Peninsula is a goal we must achieve.
Koreans know too well the suffering caused by nuclear weapons, through the
experiences of Korean atomic bombing victims in Hiroshima and Nagasaki in 1945.
Neither in North Korea, nor the United States, nor anvwhere on the Korean Peninsula,
must we test, manufacture, produce, register, own, store, distribute or use nuclear
weapons. Furthermore, the nuclear weapons states including the United States must
guarantec the denuclearization of the Korean Peninsula and immediately  start
negotiations to reduce nuclear weapons under article 6 of the Nuclear
Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT).

3. We want disarmament on the Korean Peninsula and in Northeast Asia, and the
channeling of arms budgets into social welfare and education sectors.

The Korean Peninsula and Northeast Asia as a whole is a region of concentrated
militarv build-up. Northeast Asia including the United States is responsible for 63% of
the world’s military spending, which is growing annually at a rate of more than 8%,
higher than the world average of 3-1%. As of 2005, estimated military spending 1s S
1478.2 billion in the United States, $ 1884 bil in China, $ 644 bil in Russia, $349 bil
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m Japan, and $ 234 bil in Korea (based on 2003 purchasing prices).
(http:/ / www.sipri.org/contents/milap/milex/mex_trendshtml) Peace on the Korcan
Peninsula also means disarmament, which will lead to disarmament of Northeast Asia.
We women want each government to divert militarv spending into the arcas of
human  development, including food production, environmental protection, education

and social welfare.

4. We will actively participate in the peace-building process in Northeast Asia as
facilitators, and want each government to guarantee women’s participation in the
policy-making process for the building of peace.

Women will play an active, cooperative role in promoting the establishment of a
Northeast  Peace Community, along with regional civil organizations, grassroots
organizations, community groups, NGOs and policy institutions. To promote
reconciliation and pursue mutual prosperity in the divided world of North and South
Koreas and Northeast Asia will be a long process, requiring patience and wisdom.
Women can utilize our unique common bonds despite the fact that we have lived in
different systems and have different thinking. In addition, we will play the role of
moderators who can establish common visions through mutual understanding and
dialogue. Currently no women are participating in policv-making processes related to
peace and security, even in such meetings as the six-party talks, which will decide the
fate of the Korean Peninsula and Northeast Asia. Women are discriminated against in
the peace-building process in terms of opportunities, resources and respect. Women
must be equal participants and have cqual decision-making power at all levels of the
policy-making process. Thercby, any favoritism or inequality toward one gender can be
prevented in the policy-making process in the fields of peace, diplomacy and defense,
ie, in the processes of managing, resolving and preventing contlicts. In addition, the
interests and experiences of both men and women can be integrated. Thus affirmative
action is needed to grant women an equal opportunity. Specifically, a 30% quota must
be guaranteed for women's participation during peace talks and decision-making

processes in foreign affairs, reunification and defense policy decisions.

We South Korean women ask for cooperation from Chinese women on the following
items during this transition period toward the establishment of peace on the Korean

Peninsula and in Northeast Asia.




1. We appreciate Chinese women for their efforts to build peace and protect women'’s
rights, and we hope that Chinese women further pursue a comprehensive approach
that promotes peace, environmental protection and woman rights as an integrated

whole in the future.

2. We request solidarity and active support trom Chinese women to achieve

denuclearization and peace on the Korean Peninsula.

3. We want Chinese women to support Asian women's efforts for mutual disarmament

process in each countrv of Northeast Asia.

4, We would like to work together with Chinese women for realization of United

Nations Security Council Resolution 1325 on women, peace and security.

5. We ask Chinese women for vour active support of reconciliation and cooperation

etforts by women of both South Korea and North Korea.

We want to promote peace on the Korecan Peninsula and in Northeast Asia through
solidaritv and cooperation with peace-loving Chinese women and civil society.
Women’s solidaritv in Northeast Asia transcends national borders. Through this
solidarity, we women together can overcome the struggles and confrontations in
Northeast Asia. Through this solidarity, we can accept and tolerate differences. This
solidarity will be the engine for achieving the universal values of peace and

coexistence,
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Proposals for the Establishment of Peace on the

Korean Peninsula and in Northeast Asia

Women striving for a 21Ist century of peace and coexistence through

the overcoming of division and confrontation

Korean women have realized the importance of peace on the Korean peninsula as a
result of our experiences of Japanese colonial rule, national division, the Korean War
and the Cold War. Our experiences confirmed that peace is life itself and the
fundamental hope and universal right of humankind. We have placed our utmost
efforts in creating an environment that is conducive to women's development, by

maintaining peace, developing human rights and achieving democracy.

The Joint Statement of 19 September 2005 and Initial Actions for the Implementation
of the Joint statement (13 Februarv 2007) mark the end of the cold war in the Verv
last place it existed, i.e, the Korean Peninsula, and the beginning of a new era of
peace building. The six-party talks are a turning point in creating new peace and
cooperation in Northeast Asia. Now is the right time to establish peace and achieve
coexistence on he Korean Peninsula and Northeast Asia, overcoming all struggles and

confrontations.

We, South Korean Women Peace Delegation, declare the following, towards the

achievement of peace and coexistence on the Korean Peninsula and in Northeast Asia.

1. We urge the governments in Northeast Asia to develop peace policy
based on coexistence and cooperation.

Permanent peace depends on a firm commitment to mutual existence and cooperation,

rather than on an arms race based on mutual mistrust. We women urge that each
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govemment find methods to deepen mutual understanding, cooperation and
interdependence  with other countries. We pursue a comprehensive approach to
promote peace, environmental protection, sustainable development and women’s rights
as an integrated whole, not militarv centered security which has some limitation on

protection of social rights and sustainable development.

2. We demand denuclearization of the Korean Peninsula and

replacement of armistice with peace agreement.

The establishment of peace on the Korean Peninsula is closely related to resolution of
the North Korean nuclear issue and to the normalization of relations between North
Korea and the United States. Peaceful future of the Korean Peninsula cannot be
achieved until the North Korean nuclear issue is resolved. In addition, the permanent
peace agreement on the Korean peninsula cannot be reached until relations between
North Korea and the United States are normalized. Thus, North Korea's nuclear issues
should be resolved fundamentally and peacefully, and security of North Korea should
be guaranteed in order to resolve the hostile relations and establish trulv normal
relations between North Korea and the United States.

We demand the resolution of conflicts through diplomatic and peaceful means, through
economic cooperation, negotiations and dialogues under a peace regime on the Korean
Peninsula. The denuclearization of the Korean Peninsula is a goal we must achieve.
Koreans know too well the suffering caused bv nuclear weapons, through the
experiences of Korean atomic bombing victims in Hiroshima and Nagasald in 1945.
Neither in North Korea, nor the United States, nor anywhere on the Korean Peninsula,
must we test, manutacture, produce, register, own, store, distribute or use nuclear
weapons. Furthermore, the nuclear weapons states including the United States must
guarantee the denuclearization of the Korean Peninsula and immediately start
negotiations to  reduce nuclear weapons under article 6 of the Nuclear
Non-Proliferation Treatv (NPT).

3. We want disarmament on the Korean Peninsula and in Northeast
Asia, and the channeling of arms budgets into social welfare and

education sectors.
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The Korean Peninsula and Northeast Asia as a whole is a region of concentrated
military build-up. Northeast Asia including the United States is responsible for 65% of
the world’s military spending, which is growing annuallv at a rate of more than 8%,
higher than the world average of 3-4%. As of 2005, estimated military spending is S
478.2 billion in the United States, $ 1884 bil in China, $ 644 bil in Russia, $34.9 bil
m  Japan, and $ 234 bil in Korea (based on 2003 purchasing prices).
(http:/ /www sipri.org/contents/milap/milex/mex_trends.html) Peace on  the Korean
Peninsula also means disarmament, which will lead to disarmament of Northeast Asia,
We women want each government to divert militarv spending into the arcas of
human development, including food production, environmental protection, education

and social welfare.

4. Women will actively participate in the peace-building process in
Northeast Asia as facilitators. We want each government to guarantee

women’s participation in the policy-making process for building peace.

Women will play an active, cooperative role in promoting the establishment of a
Northeast Peace Community, along with regional civil organizations, grassroots
organizations, community groups, NGOs and policy institutions. To promote
reconciliation and pursue mutual prosperity in the divided world of North and South

Koreas and Northeast Asia will be a long process, requiring patience and wisdom.

Currently few women are participating in policv-making processes related to peace and
security, and none are in visible leadership position in the six-partv talks, which will
decide the fate of the Korean Peninsula and Northeast Asia. Women are discriminated
against i the peace-building process in terms of opportunities, resources and respect.
Women must be equal participants and have equal decision-making power at all levels
of the policy-making process. Favoritism or inequality toward one gender can be
prevented in the policy-making process in the fields of peace, diplomacy and defense,
and the interests and experiences of both men and women can be integrated. Women
must have an equal opportunity to participate.

~

In South Korea, we are demanding that a 30% quota be guaranteed for women's
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participation during peace talks and decision-making processes in foreign affairs,
reunification and defense policv decisions. We are asking all countries that we visit to
consider such a quota. We would like to ask vou to promote the same quota in the

United States.

We South Korean women ask for cooperation from American women
on the following items during this transition period toward the
establishment of peace on the Korean Peninsula and in Northeast

Asia.

1. We appreciate American women for their efforts to build peace and protect human
rights, and we work together with American women to further pursue a
comprehensive approaeh that promotes  peace, environmental protection, sustainable

development and human rights as an integrated whole in the future.

2. We request cooperation and active support from American women to achicve

denuclearization and peace on the Korean Peninsula.

3. We want American women to support Asian women's efforts for mutual
disarmament process in each country of Northeast Asia and to work for disarmament

in the United States.

4. We would like to work together with American women for realization of United

Nations Security Council Resolution 1325 on women, peace and security.

5. We ask American women for vour active support of reconciliation and cooperation

efforts by women of both South Korea and North Korea.

6. We hope that relations between the United States and Democratic People’s Republic
of Korea will be normalized as soon as possible. We ask the American women to play
active role to build reconciliation and trust between the United States and Democratic

People’s Republic of Korea
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We want to promote peace on the Korean Peninsula and in Northeast Asia through
cooperation with peace-loving American women and civil society. Women's cooperation
in South Korea and the United States transcends national borders. Through this
cooperation, we women together can overcome the struggles and confrontations in
Northeast Asia. Through this cooperation, we can accept and tolerate differences. This
cooperation will be the engine for achieving the universal values of peace and

coexistence.
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Proposals for the Establishment of Peace on the

Korean Peninsula and in Northeast Asia

Women striving for a 21st century of peace and coexistence through

the overcoming of division and confrontation

Korean women have realized the importance of peace on the Korean peninsula as a
result of our experiences of Japanese colonial rule, national division, the Korean War
and the Cold War. Our cxperiences confirmed that peace is life itself and the
fundamental hope and universal right of humankind. We have placed our utmost
efforts in creating an environment that is conducive to women’s development, by

maintaiming peace, developing human rights and achieving democracy.

The Joint Statement of 19 September 2005 and Initial Actions for the Implementation
of the Joint statement (13 February 2007) mark the end of the cold war in the very
last place it existed, ie, the Korean Peninsula, and the beginning of a new era of
peace building. The six-party talks are a turning point in creating new peace and
cooperation in Northeast Asia. Now is the right time to establish peace and achieve
coexistence on the Korean Peninsula and Northeast Asia, overcoming all struggles and

confrontations.

We, South Korecan Women Peace Delegation, declare the following, towards the

achievement of peace and coexistence on the Korean Peninsula and in Northeast Asia.

1. We urge the governments in Northeast Asia to develop peace policy based on
coexistence and cooperation.

Permanent peace depends on a firm commitment to mutual existence and cooperation,
rather than on an arms race based on mutual mistrust. We women urge that each
government find methods to deepen mutual understanding, cooperation and
interdependence  with other countries. We pursue a comprehensive approach to

promote peace, envirommental protection, sustainable development and women's rights



as an integrated whole, not militarv centered securitv which has some limitation on

protection of social rights and sustainable development.

2. We demand denuclearization of the Korean Peninsula and replacement of armistice
with peace agreement.

The establishment of peace on the Korean Peninsula is closelv related to resolution of
the North Korean nuclear issue. Peaceful future of the Korean Peninsula cannot be
achieved until the North Korean nuclear issuc is resolved.

North Korea's nuclear issues should be resolved fundamentally and peacetully, and
security of North Korea should be guaranteed in order to resolve the hostile relations
and establish truly normal relations among Northeast Asia countries.

We demand the resolution of contlicts through diplomatic and peaceful means, through
economic cooperation, negotiations and dialogues under a peace regime on the Korcan
Peninsula. The denuclearization of the Korean Peninsula is a goal we must achieve.
Koreans know too well the suffering caused by nuclear weapons, through the
experiences of Korean atomic bombing victims in Hiroshima and Nagasaki in 1945.
Neither in North Korea, nor the United States, nor anywhere on the Korean Peninsula,
must we test, manufacture, produce, register, own, store, distribute or use nuclear
weapons. Furthermore, the nuclear weapons states including the United States must
guarantee the denuclearization of the Korean Peninsula and immediately start
negotiations to reduce nuclear weapons under article 6 of the Nuclear
Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT).

3. We want disarmament on the Korean Peninsula and in Northeast Asia, and the
channeling of arms budgets into social welfare and education sectors.

The Korean Peninsula and Northeast Asia as a whole is a region of concentrated
military build-up. Northeast Asia including the United States is responsible for 65% of
the world’s military spending, which is growing amwually at a rate of more than 8%,
higher than the world average of 3-4%. As of 2005, estimated militarv spending is $
478.2 billion in the United States, 5 1884 bill in China, $ 644 Dbill in Russia, $34.9 bill
in Japan, and S 234 bill in South Korea (based on 2003 purchasing prices).
(http:/ /www.sipri.org/contents/milap,/milex/mex_trends.html) Peace on the Korean
Peninsula also means disarmament, which will lead to disarmament of Northeast Asia.
We women want each government to divert militarv spending into the areas of

human  development, including food production, environmental protection, education
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and social welfare.

4. We will activelv participate in the peace-building process in Northeast Asia as
facilitators, and want each government to guarantee women’s participation in the
policy-making process for the building of peace.

Women will plav an active, cooperative role in promoting the establishment of a
Northeast Peace Community, along with regional  civil organizations, grassroots
organizations, community groups, NGOs and policy institutions. To promote
reconciliation and pursue mutual prosperity in the divided world of North and South
Koreas and Northeast Asia will be a long process, requiring patience and wisdom.
Women can utilize our unique common bonds despite the fact that we have lived in
different systems and have different thinking. In addition, we will plav the role of
moderators who can establish common visions through mutual understanding  and
dialogue. Currently no women are participating in policv-making processes related to
peace and security, even in such meetings as the six-party talks, which will decide the
fate of the Korean Peninsula and Northeast Asia. Women are discriminated against in
the peace-building process in terms of opportunities, resources and respect. Women
must be equal participants and have equal decision-making power at all levels of the
policy-making process. Thereby, any favoritism or inequality toward one gender can be
prevented in the policy-making process in the fields of peace, diplomacy and defense,
ie, in the processes of managing, resolving and preventing conflicts. In addition, the
interests and experiences of both men and women can be integrated. Thus affirmative
action is needed to grant women an equal opportunity. Specifically, a 30% quota must
be  guaranteed for women's participation during peace talks and  decision-making

&
processes in foreign affairs, reunitication and defense policy decisions.

We South Korean women ask for cooperation from Russian women on the following
items during this transition period toward the establishment of peace on the Korean
Peninsula and in Northeast Asia.

1. We appreciate Russian women for their efforts to build peace and protect human
rights, and we work together with Russian women to further pursuc a comprehensive
approach that promotes peace, environmental protection, sustainable development and

human rights as an integrated whole in the future.

_73_




2. We request solidarity and active support from Russian women to achieve

denuclearization and peace on the Korean Peninsula.

3. We want Russian women to support Asian women'’s cfforts for mutual disarmament

process in each country of Northeast Asia.

1. We would like to work together with Russian women for realization of United

Nations Security Council Resolution 1325 on women, peace and security.

5. We ask Russian women for your active support of reconciliation and cooperation

efforts by women of both South Korea and North Korea.

We want to promote peace on the Korean Peninsula and in Northeast Asia through
solidarity and cooperation with peace-loving Russian women and civil society.
Women's solidarity in South Korea and Russia transcends national borders. Through
this cooperation, we women together can overcome the struggles and confrontations in
Northeast Asia. Through this solidarity, we can accept and tolerate differences. Our
cooperation will be the engine for achieving the universal values of peace and

coexistence.
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Women’s Six-Party Talks

1. What are the Women's Six-Party Talks?

1) Women’s Conference for Peace-building in the Korean Peninsula
and Northeast Asia

The Six-Party Talks are essential to denuclearize the Korean peninsula and build peace
in the Korean Peninsula and Northeast Asia at the governmental level. The talks
agreed on the Joint Statement of 19 September 2005 and Initial Actions for the
Implementation of the Joint statement (13 February 2007). However, there are very few
women involved in the process. More women should be involved in the peace
negotiation process, on the basis of United Nations Security Council Resolution 1325.
UNSC Res.1325 underlines women's participation in the peace process and post-conflict
period according to the concept of gender mainstreaming, According to the Critical
Areas of Concern E, Beijing Platform for Action in 1995, governments should take
actions to strengthen the role and ensure the equal representation of women at all
decision-making levels in national and international institutions which may make or
influence policy with regard to matters related to peace-keeping, preventive diplomacy
and related activities and in all stages of peace mediation and negotiations.
Sustainable peace is based on the full participation of women. The participation of
women, half the population of Northeast Asia, as partners in peace building with men,
will give women decision-making, leadership, and educational opportunities. Women
should use their talents and promote gender empowerment in the peace process.
Women’s Six-Party Talks is a conference at which women from six countries —China,
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, Japan, Republic of Korea, Russia and the
United States —will gather and discuss denuclearization and the peaceregime in the

Korean peninsula and peace building in Northeast Asia.

2) Women’s meeting places for the building of mutual understanding
and confidence, and for the reduction of misunderstanding and
mistrust caused by colonial and cold-war experiences and by

differences in political-economic systems and cultures in Northeast
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Asia.

Women in Northeast Asia have experienced misunderstanding, mistrust and lack of
communication as a result of colonialism and the cold war. Women need meeting
places where they can listen to others actively, recognize mutual differences, and build
understanding, confidence, sisterhood and cooperation in the transition period related
to the Six-Party Talks. Women's Six-Party Talks will be a venue for communication

among the six countries’ women, to open their eyes and hearts to others.

3) Starting point to discover women’s vision and action plan to build

peace in Korea and Northeast Asia

Peace building in Korea and Northeast Asia will be accomplished by joint women’s
voices and actions in this region. The great experiential differences between men and
women with regard to violence and peace should be considered, and opportunities for
women to use their talents should be guaranteed. Women's Six-Party Talks are to find
women's vision and action plan for denuclearization and the building of a peace
regime in the Korean peninsula. It is expected that the Women's Six-Party Talks will
be a starting point for the six countries’ women to respond to conflicts in nonviolent
ways, expand spaces for peace, promote peace culture, and finally transform

antagonistic relations into cooperative relations in Northeast Asia.

2. When and where will the Women's Six-Party Talks be

held?
When:  August 2008

Where: Seoul, South Korea or Mountain Keumkang (special tourist zone in North Korea)

3. Who will attend the Women’s Six-Party Talks?

- Women activists, women parliamentarians, specialists, and decision makers in China,
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, Japan, Republic of Korea, Russia, and the
United States

- International Non-governmental Organizations

- International institutions such as the United Nations
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FRrRIENDS COMMITTEE ON
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"FC

NATIONAL LEGISLATION

Eight Tips for a
Successtul Lobby Visit

only one issue and to stay on this topic. Remember,
you don’t have to be an expert on an issue; members
of Congress meet with you because you elect them.

Meeting with your members of Congress or their staff
and developing a personal relationship are the
most effective ways to influence the legislators’
positions on an issue. Phone calls, faxes, emails,
and letters are all important but are not as
effective as meeting with your members of
Congress or their staff.

5. Listen and gather information. Ask
for your legislator’s view on an issue. Be
patient and passionate; don’t react
angrily if you don’t get the response
1. Make an appointment. Schedule the you want. Remain polite.

lobby visit in advance; don’t just

show up. A broad-based delegation of
constituents (five is ideal) increases the
likelihood of getting a meeting with the legislator
rather than his or her staff. Fax the scheduler with your
written meeting request (who, where, when, and why),
and follow up with a phone call. Many offices ignore a
request for meeting with their member of Congress if
it’s not made in writing.

. Know your legislator’s record. Information on your
legislator’s co-sponsorship of bills and previous votes
is available at www.fenl.org (click on “Contact
Congress” in the left column and then enter your zip
code). You can also find valuable personal information
about your legislator on his or her home page by
following the links from “Contact Congress.” Have

a face-to-face pre-meeting with your delegation to
determine who will cover which points and who is
going to “chair” the meeting to keep it on topic.

. Be punctual and positive. Be on time, and thank the
staff person for his or her time. Even if you disagree
on most issues, compliment the member of Congress
for a vote or action you appreciated. Building rapport

6. Make a specific request. Rather
than something generic like “I want you
to support the environment,” a more effective “ask”

is to request support for a specific bill or legislative
action: “I would like Congressman Doe to support
H.R. 1234, the Tree Planting Act.” Give several brief
points why your member of Congress should support
this legislation. Avoid a long philosophical debate
about the issue; be concrete.

. Follow up. Tell the staff person you will get back to

him or her if you can’t provide information about an
issue on the spot. If the staff person is unfamiliar with
a bill or is unsure of the legislator’s position, ask for
follow-up correspondence. Leave one or two pages

of relevant material.

. Express your thanks. At the end of the meeting, thank

the staff person for his or her time. Send a thank you
letter to the staff person soon after your visit, repeatin
P b P g
your “ask.” A letter is a nice gesture and helps o
develop a relationship over time with a member of
P P
Congress and her or his staff.
g

[t often takes several meetings with a member of Congress
or his or her staff to influence legislative action. A lobby
visit is important to establish a relationship with a
congressional office and to get congressional attention

on an issue, but make sure to follow up with phone calls,
faxes, emails, and lerters to the editor.

with staff is important in developing a long-term
relationship.

4. Focus the meeting. Briefly introduce the individuals of
the group, the organizations you represent, and the
topic you wish to discuss. It is important to talk about

March 2006
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