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Building a Bridge of Understanding and Friendship Among

All Nations Around the World

Che Zhaohe
Cultural Counsellor of the Embassy of China

Director of the China Cultural Center in Seoul

Good afternoon!

First of all, let me extend my congratulations to the Ministry of Culture of the Republic
of Korea on the designation of the Joseon Royal Tombs as a UNESCO World Heritage
site at the 33" Session of the World Heritage Committee in Seville, Spain on June 28,

20009.

Secondly, I would like to express my sincere gratitude to the Cultural Ministry of ROK
for holding such a nice workshop for foreign cultural attaches residing in Korea. It is a
good opportunity for us to exchange views on cultural interactions between a particular

nation and the Republic of Korea and among all nations for that matter.

I am a new comer here in Seoul. I am new, not only because I came to Korea just
recently, on May 21 this year, to be exact, but also because I had not been directly
involved in the Korean affairs for the past 20-odd years even though I have always kept
a keen interest in Korea and her brilliant culture. This is my sixth mission abroad as a
cultural diplomat. To be frank with you, my dear colleagues, this is the most exciting,

enchanting as well as challenging job for me!

It is exciting because I am now working in a country with rich ancient cultural heritage
and splendid modern culture. It is enchanting because I am now in the center of
Hanryu, or "the Korean Wave". It is challenging, because I have no knowledge of
Hankuko, or "the Korean language". You might agree with me, my dear colleagues from
the diplomatic corps, that it is quite inconvenient for a diplomat who does not speak
the local language. But I am confident that I can make it. By that I mean I can get
my job well done. I can make it, not only because I have a deep love of and devotion

to, my job, but also because I love the Korean culture. A Chinese saying goes like this:
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Love is the best teacher. 1 can make it because I have got a marvelous working team
-- a group of young people who have a good command of the Korean language and
know the Korean culture. I can make it because I have got the full support of our
ambassador and our government to do cultural exchanges and cooperation with Korea. I
am sure that I could also get the support of the Ministry of Culture, Sports and

Tourism of the Republic of Korea.

The People’s Republic of China and the Republic of Korea established diplomatic ties on
August 24, 1992. The formal ties between PR.C. and ROK is not long, 17 years only.
However, the relations between our two countries have been developing very fast and
quite smoothly. Let's take bilateral trade for example. In 1992, the total bilateral trade
volume between China and ROK was 5 billion US dollars. Last year, the year 2008, the
total trade volume went up to 186.11 billion US dollars, a 37 times increase. China is
now the largest trade partner of ROK while ROK is now China's third largest trade

partner (as a single country).

It is pleasing and encouraging as well in the area of cultural exchanges between China
and Korea. The Government of the People’s Republic of China and the Government of
the Republic of Korea signed the Cultural Agreement on March 28, 1994. Once every
two or three years, we sign an executive program for the agreement. We have signed 7
executive programs up to now. I am delighted to say that the programs have been
carried out quite well and with much satisfaction. The cultural interactions between
China and Korea are quite active. Let me give you some examples. Two performing arts
groups and a folklore group from China participated in the Gangneung Dannoje Festival
last May, more than two Chorus Groups from China performed in the 2009 World
Chorus Competition held in Changwon, GeongsamNamdo a few days ago and, a Peking
Opera Troupe from China is invited to perform in Yangju, Geonggi-do this coming
September. Quite a large number of Korean artists and arts troupes have presented
their shows in China in the past few years. The Korean National Ballet Troupe and the
Seoul Arts Troupe are invited to perform in the 11" Asia Arts Festival to be held in

China in August this year. I am proud to say that, in the area of cultural exchanges and
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cooperation between China and ROK, we have done a lot, but there are a lot yet to be
done, which could be done and should be done. We should not be complacent about
it. Therefore, may I put forward the following suggestions to our host country — the

Republic of Korea:

1. To keep the good momentum of frequent contacts between the top cultural leaders
of our two countries.

2. To increase the interactions and cooperation between the intelligentsia and the top
artists of our two countries.

3. To enhance concrete cooperation on cultural (creative or content) industry and
cultural trade between our two countries.

4. To strengthen and energize the cultural exchanges and cooperation between the local

governments and sister cities of our two countries.

My dear colleagues, friends, ladies and gentlemen:

We are now living in the age of information and high-tech, which turn the globe into
"a small village". No one, no country in the world, could be separated from the others.
Joining hands together, we win; separation and isolation, we lose. Let's join hands
together in building a bridge of understanding and friendship among us and among all

nations around the world.

Thank you.
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México = México =
SAID AR
Mexico and Korea
Strengthening the cultural ties
Embassy of Mexico Q;
Al DOHARZ T
México % México %
Agreements

Agreements

-Cultural, Scientific & Education
Agreement, April 29, 1966.

-V Meeting of the Joint Commission on

a.-loml‘
m”“"‘”’:m‘: -MOU in cultural heritage CHA - National Council of Culture and Arts
2006-2009. \gr of G of Youth the i Institute
for Youth and the MCST.
méxico % Mméxico %
Agreements Spanish Exam & Courses

-48 Initiatives & Programs

-EPLE, Spanish Language Profidency Online
Exam, May 30, 2009

N [T TRRTTRTEN

-5 Full pai irfare)
MA and PhD candidates
Public & Some Private Schools in Mexico
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México % méxico %
Culinary Festivals Film Festivals
Hi(lhm September 2009 - Nominee
Millenium Hilton
29 Nominations
A B Korea Prada Transformer, July 2009

Curator- Flesh, Mind, and Spirit, Film
Screening — 14 international films

i Soouy “FriendshipFair Master Lecture
SoworAsa Mexican booth at Hi Seoul Festival TRANS S‘QRMER
EmA
o L México 4
Filen Festivais e Film Festivals en
Latin American Film Festival
‘{WM‘_“ X Mexican Film Festival
; August - October
In movie theatres in 5 cities: Seoul, Gwangju, Gyeonju, Pusan, Jeonju
P Spain, USA) 5 films including: Herod’s law, Scars,
3 Academy Awards Co-production with Wamer Bros.
& 5
_Side Effects (Mexico)
Ak HYFS! 4
u,.
ViDEOCine ®
Mméxico % Mméxico %
Literature
Performance Groups M. Sergio Pitol
-Cervantes Prize Laureate
—Folidoric Ballet of Colima (2007) “Translation f his novel “The Parade of Love”
M ool Festioel mhhll:';
:mh! cities: Seoul, Daegu, Sesud
Hankuk University of Foreign Studies
‘Spanish Center at Daegu (Cervantes Institute
Mariachi Group (2007-2009) affiliated)
Hi Seoul Festival
Festivals throughout Korea 2009
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México ®

Mméxico .
Mexican Architecture in Korea ﬁ

Art Exhibitions ﬁ

20th Century Masters of Latin America (2008)

-Duksugung Palace, NMCA
-17 countries

35

-18 regarded as national treasures

~Frida Kahlo, Diego Rivera, José Clemente Orozco,
Siqueiros

México méxico

Architecture

Architect Luis Barragan (2009)

México i
2010 Bicentennial

The Olmecs

The Origins of
Prehispanic Mexico

Thank you

méxico
8090 pieces exhibition
Including 1 Colossal Head
(4meters height)
March 2010 May 2011

200th

Mexica 100th
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Current Status and Future Directions of Interactive Cultural Interchange

There are two kinds of interchange between countries. One is cultural interchange which
includes culture, arts, and human resources, and the other one is general interchange
which includes visits, performances, screenings, broadcasts, contacts, exchanges, trade,
etc. There are two kinds of process of Cultural Interchange. First one is direct
interchange. Direct Interchange is to be executed directly between the parties concerned.
The next one is indirect interchange. Indirect Interchange is to be executed through a
third country or an international organization. It can be divided into Civilian Cultural
Interchange and Governmental Cultural Interchange according to the subject of

interchange.

There are-at least two reasons why international culture interchange is actively taking
place between countries. First, International Cultural Interchange comes from efforts to
promote a nation and make others familiar with its culture. Second, Cultural interchange
promotes the development of arts and culture, and provides opportunities to discover
or confirm cultural identities. Korea started to take a part in international cultural
exchanges to broadcast the existence of Korean Culture, and since then the policy of
international culture exchanges was changed due to changes in the international cultural

exchange environment.

It is important to pay attention to activities of the Ministry of Culture (Sports) and
Tourism to examine the status of Korea's International Cultural Interchanges. The Ministry
is operating 12 Korean Cultural Centers in nine countries and dispatching Cultural
Promotion Officers to 22 Korean embassies or consulates abroad. Also, it is promoting
widespread culture exchange through overseas branches of affiliated organizations such
as Korea Tourism Organization and Korea Creative Content Agency. We will take a look
at the activities of KOREA FOUNDATION and Korea International Cooperation Agency
(KQICA) which are affiliated organizations of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade.
The Korea Foundation is diversifying exchange activities to let the world know about

Korea and Korean Culture. Meantime, the foundation is also holding Cultural Diplomatic
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Collaboration, Overseas Presentation of Higher Cultural Arts, supporting overseas
museums, multicultural arts, and lectures and seminars. Its activities are not limited only
to culture, but also in the area of exchanging human resources. Let us look at the
activities of the Ministry of Education, Science and Technology. The Ministry is
participating cultural exchange through International Educational Exchange and Korean
National Commission for UNESCO. Recently, some local autonomous entities are also
taking actions to participate in international cultural exchange by establishing sisterhood

relationships and holding cultural events with other countries.

Next, we are going to examine the status of Civilian Cultural Exchange in Korea. The
typical type of civilian cultural exchange is Cultural Arts Exchange through government
financial aid. And some Korean enterprises are supporting local cultures as cultural
Mecenats. For example, Samsung Electronics is supporting the Bolshoi Ballet in Russia
and also establishing and supporting the Tolstoy Literary Award. To add to this, other
cultural interchanges such as Korea Foundation for International Culture Exchange, which
executes Interactive cultural exchange projects focused on industries, and Film Festivals

and Events like Pusan International Film Festival (PIFF) are actively taking place.

The exchange can not be one-way, so no one will object to the need of culture
exchange. The arrival of the global age, Korea's rising status, and the expansion of the
multicultural society is increasingly demanding two-way cultural exchanges. The global
age is to recognize cultural diversity and value the mutual understanding that comes
from cultural exchange. Therefore, education system in understanding cultures of
domestic and foreign countries became important. We need to examine closely on the
personal exchange among interactive culture exchange. Especially, the adverse balance of

the flow of Korean students means a lot.

Through interactive culture exchange, we can accomplish scientific development and
circulation, and improve ideology and philosophy. Prior conditions for all I mentioned
are Opening, Mutual Understanding and Interest. The effects of mutual understanding

and cooperation can make common knowledge, technology, and sense of values. As a

_18_.
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result, a third value can be created through mutual appreciation and cooperation.

These are examples of interactive cultural interchange. First, Cultural Partnership Initiative
(CPI) is International Cultural Exchange Initiative promoted by the Ministry of Culture,
Sports, and Tourism since 2005. Also, CPI is a cultural residency initiative expanding
exchange and knowledge in the related field by inviting and accommodating
international experts in the culture, arts, industry, tourism and sports sectors. CPI is
playing an important role as a bridge to build a network for international cultural
exchange, and improve policy exchange. Second, Korea Foundation Cultural Center has
been positioned as an open venue for Koreans and foreign residents of Korea to
experience and appreciate a variety of global cultures. Third, Korea Foundation for
International Culture Exchange (KOFICE) is executing various cultural exchange programs
such as Asia Song Festival providing opportunities to exchange music industry between
countries, Asian Picture Products Exchange, Korean regional cultural activities, and

Inviting Opinion Leaders from the Press and Cultural Circles.

Overseas example of interactive cultural interchange is Visiting Arts of England
supporting for overseas troupes to perform in England. Visiting Arts is supporting and
advising British Arts Supporting Organizations to introduce higher-level overseas
contemporary arts trends, and also providing a variety of information such as financial,

legal, administrative aids regarding to advancing into England.

Let me add a few words in conclusion, solutions to Korean International Cultural
Exchange. We have focused on promoting Korea and Korean culture so far, but a policy
supporting interactive cultural exchange is required from now on. It is time to change
the idea from ‘Understanding Korea' into ‘Appreciating the World'. Also, it is essential to
activate civilian cultural diplomatic relations rather than government-centered cultural
diplomacy, and to strengthen the exchange of popular culture as well as traditional

culture.
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<Y 3> Q| FIIXt FETt
<Fot oo E3FXH2 HETH>
No| 323 493 X o
Cultural Counsellor
. Zhao He, Che(Mn) Director of the China Cultural Center
1 China
Min, Woo(Ms) Cultural Attache
. Cultural, Education, and Tourism Affairs/
2 Mexico Jorge A. Agraz(Mr) Third Secretary
3 Vietnam | Thong Mguyen(Ms) First Secretary
U. Kurbanov(Mr) Cultural Attache/ Third Secretary
4 | Uzbekistan
Lyuba Kim(Ms) Translator
. Minister for Public Information &
5 Japan Taeko Takahashi(Ms) Cultural Affairs
6 Thailand Narat Vidyananda(Mr) First Secretary
7 Brazil Bruna Gagliardi(Ms) Cultural Attache
8 | Philippines | Mylo Fausto(Mr) Cultural Officer and Attache
9 Cambodia | Nguon Socheath(Mr) Counsellor
10 | Mongolia | Tenuun Bold(Mr) Third Secretary
11 | Singapore | Thai-Keong Chua Ambassador
12 | Indonesia | Ahmad Mulia Karnida(Mr) | Counsellor
13 Malaysia | Said Zulkifli(Mn) Deputy.Dlrector, Malaysia Tourism
Promotion Board
Victoria Berezenska(Ms) | Cultural Attache
14 Ukraine
Andrii Berezenskyi(Mr) Diplomat(Husband)
15 India Satish Sharma(Mr) Second Secretary
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