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Encountering the Gwangju Uprising
in a Memory Institution

We can remember historic events in several ways. We can acknowledge their significance
every ten years, for example. Looking back on Korean contemporary history, this year
commemorates the 70th anniversary of the Korean War and the 60th anniversary of the
April 19 Revolution. It is also the 40th anniversary of the Gwangju Uprising and Seoul

Metropolitan Archives is focusing on this.

Since the Gwangju Uprising in 1980, many people have fought against silence and
forgetting and revived memories of Gwangju. They have continued to struggle for the sake
of those memories. The whole process was extremely tough, and the ‘Special Act on the
May 18 Democratization Movement, etc.” was only enacted in 1995. Based on this Act, the
event was redefined as the ‘democratization movement, instead of an ‘incident by a mob
of rioters,” and the government made reparations to victims for their sacrifice and losses
and established a national cemetery enshrining them. Those who remember the Gwangju
Uprising continued their fight to tell the truth and maintain their memories. May 18th,
the day the Gwangju Uprising took place was designated as a national commemoration
day in 1997, and documentary heritage related to this event was included in the UNESCO

Memory of the World International Register in 2011.

However, some people still brand the victims as rioters’ and even argue that those victims
were spies dispatched by North Korea. Former president Chun Doo-hwan who was a
powerful figure in the new military regime at that time, is being tried for defaming the
late Catholic priest Cho Pius. Also, recently there was a political battle over the list of
the recipients of the compensation related to the Uprising. Although a law was enacted
pertaining to the establishment of an investigation committee which aimed to uncover
more underlying truths of Gwangju and restore the victims™ honor, it took more than six
months to constitute the committee which only happened at the end of 2019. The May 18

Democratic Movement is still ongoing though 40 years have passed.

Seoul Metropolitan Archives presents a special exhibition entitled (Telling the Truth:
Beyond Death, Beyond the Darkness of the Age) focusing on the ongoing struggles and
fights surrounding the Gwangju Uprising. The archives identified the producers, contexts
and backgrounds of records to make good use of preserved records in the exhibition. It was

hard work for a new institution that had just taken its first step. However, we did not want

to give up an exhibition which could be one of the most effective ways of providing records

and information as well as engaging with the users of the archives.

Seoul Metropolitan Archives would like to discharge its duty by holding this exhibition
commemorating the 40th anniversary of the Gwangju Uprising. Just like museums
and libraries, archives are memory institutions that have a role to play as ‘custodians of
collective memory for humanity.” A memory institution aims to reveal past matters to
today and send today’s matters to the future so that they are remembered. This temporary
exhibition is intended to recall once again the Gwangju Uprising that took place 40 years

ago and to help people to remember it today and in the future.

In order to convey truthful memory, Seoul Metropolitan Archives depended on the power of
archives. The exhibition tells the stories of those who desperately and in detail documented
what had happened during the uprising. At the center of the exhibition, is a book entitled
Beyond Death, Beyond the Darkness of the Age. The book delivered the truth along with blurry
video footage of that time when most people learned about the Uprising by word of mouth.
The exhibition unfolds the stories that bring the Gwangju of that time back to life and
presents the real authors whose names were previously kept secret such as Lee Jae-eui,

Cho Yanghoon, and Jun Yongho. It is a fight for memory by Seoul Metropolitan Archives.

The history of a period of time is not uniform. Archives collide with and permeate one
another, giving rise to various histories. We call this process reflection or commemoration.
Archives originate from diverse sources such as state and private collections and all together
shape a history. The same applies in the case of the Gwangju Uprising. The 2011 UNESCO
Memory of the World documentary heritage includes not only public records from the
Ministry of National Defense, the city of Gwangju, and the courts, but also records made
by citizens. If it is agreed that records made by the parties concerned can complete a social
memory, Beyond Death, Beyond the Darkness of the Age is a perfect example. We know that the

records made by ordinary people gradually accumulate to become a history.

Marking the 40th anniversary of the Gwangju Uprising, Seoul Metropolitan Archives
attempts to extend the time and space of the democratic uprising, which took place in
Gwangju in 1980, through this exhibition {Telling the Truth: Beyond Death, Beyond the
Darkness of the Age). That time 40 years ago is brought into the present, and the space
for collecting citizens’ records has been moved to Seoul. With the help of memories and
records, survivors can follow those who went before. This piece I wrote today will also

survive to be part of history. This is what we do.

May 2020

Zoh Youngsam, Archivist at Seoul Metropolitan Archives

10 71} 713l A = 51891 F8h2-5
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Telling the Truth:
Beyond Death, Beyond the Darkness of the Age

Memories of 1980 Gwangju acted as the catalyst for protests against military rule that erupted
across Korea in June 1987. Without Gwangju, this country would have waited much longer to
bring about democracy. One can say that a series of democratic struggles in the 1980s was an
odyssey of the citizens themselves to discover the truth behind the Gwangju Uprising in May
1980. The victims led the way and then a huge number of conscientious and righteous people

expressed support for and solidarity with them, professing to be victims too.

There have been relentless efforts to inform the public of the truth about Gwangju. Survivors
provided testimony to their painful past and they not only collected but also produced
evidence. The significant book Beyond Death, Beyond the Darkness of the Age, published in
1985, is granted a special status as the first fruit of those efforts. As though solving a puzzle
with scattered pieces, unnamed citizens shared what they had seen and heard on that day.
And these fragments of truth have eventually been gathered in a book. This has been a
long process of disclosing the real truth as against the ‘truth’ controlled by the authorities,
thereby securing an alternative ‘objectivity’. It was also a courageous sharing by citizens who

effectively exercised their right to know the truth.
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Demanding democracy, a mass of students from thirty-seven universities surged in waves into the

streets.

May 16th, the representatives of twenty—four universities in Seoul concluded that “their demands
had been fully delivered.” They agreed with a temporary halt of street demonstrations to wait
and see how the situation develops. Other cities and towns joined this action for a time including

Busan, Daegu, and Jeonju.

Throughout the whole nation there was a lull except in one city. Around thirty thousand people,
more than the previous day, rallied in front of the Provincial Office in Gwangju with torches in
their hands.

21



AL Ze B Add] AR o= S| stuEX ZoE51 AT At 9:00 a.m. on May 18, students gathered in front of Chonnam National University.

» o«

2 Holut 5_1 JE2 200~300MZo|Qt 15L FEH LEE 9x|7] AR} Nearly 300 students began to shout, “End martial law!” “Chun Doo Hwan, you must be gone!”
A A 000 Ertel AdE Berlel ‘Fad As|slars 1aSo] Hojug) “Martial law troops go away!” and “End the shutdown!”

« a1 . ST S Suddenly, the soldiers raised a battle cry of their own and charged the students. They waded into
7| “EA oI AL WY WA JALE| oof 458 A= WIS A2

HREWA ZEo R FAA7] Ak

the crowd, swinging their batons.
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Leaflets appeared on the streets that afternoon, May 18. The leaflets spread news of the military's

Raole $2lES0] M7 Az o] &

brutality. News of the crackdown was spread to the outskirts of the city, along with reassurances

Ho

that some of the student leaders remained defiant and ready to lead the struggle for democracy.

A
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By 10:00 a.m., nearly 4,000 people were crowded around the avenue, and their numbers were still

2of| wimlo] W E 32 3,000~4,000 22 Eojytt),
increasing.

LA 10417} =& a4
and “Our Wish Is National

A 7F&d Ao od s, HAFE2 o=k TP TEY] AYS FYL Y =
A= Bey A9l = HEHo s wAs 7o Some students began singing the ‘National Anthem,” “Justice,”
Reunification,” hoping to rally the people. Resistance became more militant.
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The demonstrators, with stones and Molotov cocktails, pushed up against the police on both ends
of the avenue. Among the crowd were middle-aged men and women who had not been found
in the morning's demonstration. The soldiers held their ground. Stones, firebombs, and tear-gas
canisters were raining down on the police barricade. A cop with a loudspeaker commanded the
crowd to disperse.

28



ARE Atolol= BAGS 1A= =4 i felEo] viEZE oA F Aol Smoldering anger was beginning to transform into fighting spirit. Thousands of copies of the
2y Hryul AEE S0]9 %] okofrh A 23 Mo AT Hhd W maE o] Ay Militants’ Bulletin were distributed to the crowd. Although the official newspapers were filled
o5l 9ol& ZoJElo] o] A AME T YLk AUESL TEASH Z 9lo] Ky with nothing but censored reports, they were nonetheless unavailable in Kwangju. On May 20,
25 dolH 7HA L St the reporters from the local paper boycotted publication to protest martial law censorship. Yun

Sangwon’s underground propaganda group struggled to overcome the machinations of the media

and the martial law command. People read the Militants’ Bulletin carefully and treasured it.
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) 1 AAE & It was nearly 7:00 p.m. when hundreds of honking vehicles drove out information from Mudung
Ao EtEL 4<% 2E 48 Egy) Stadium. Eleven giant trucks, express buses, and intercity buses led the convoy. Two hundred

= c
TEWA A A {lt7F qigkery 7 Hla2l on o] JJolQ AVl TuanE = taxicabs followed.
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AT AR oA X, Sl A HEES 22 upAlg. ofyEy} 2= A TS ol F “Riot police, don't fire tear gas at us, join us! Let’s oust Chun Doo Hwan together. He's out to
AlHlS ZA51E = OO0 Zop ALy annihilate all the men and women of Kwangju. We are barehanded but we will win. Do not
“o gl mizwelych 18Ut e vteA] o7yl retreat! Let us defend our city. The paratroopers are killing our brothers and sisters. Let’s go to
B BYAA WA 92 AAE FRAS $EFAY Province Halll
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J7A] Fiole @ SubtE Hiert E3 4y 7HEA A g9 A duiol W People were infuriated that MBC did not cover the massacre that happened only a few blocks
ko] BTy Qlgich J® ofUgl 837} T AR ARo] HA 9L TrEglo] A from its headquarters. It just aired an official statement from the martial law command. They
a7 WreE A} AuEe] elZo] et Bl A-A spaiRtel 22 Bojjo] st A Ex|oA became more furious when MBC aired its regular nightly programs instead of news coverage of
EFERITH 8A] e A AlZbol= AWl o] A 2 2 AFEE9] Al e FEd R E the uprising. Demonstrators demanded precise announcements of casualties and a list of those
A4 QT WA T BhO o] FE] EelRah] ZolLh 231 9joich killed to be aired during the 8 oclock news.
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The city was no longer under government control. The people of Kwangju were building a
commune, but the price for the new system was their blood. The morning of May 21 saw a new
sight on the street corners. Meals had been prepared for demonstrators and were being distributed
on every street, at all the busy intersections. Women stopped the appropriated vehicles to offer
food to their occupants.
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o] o]o] 9% 2A] 30&0f A2x WIF4S HAWAZ|H 7t B4 oA Adoute] ++5 Their grievances against the committee burst out at the second citywide rally that afternoon
o] el 7k-&d 7|2 =%k [May 24]. At 2:30 p.m., more than 100,000 people gathered at Province Hall Square.

3] 20 7] AU B8] AZERE 22 So] o] Als|H) A sudden downpour struck in the middle of the rally, scattering the crowd for a moment.

The organizer said, “This rain is the grievous tears of the souls who died for democracy.” This

A3 A7 “o] HlE= L]E=F =90 uj= gy Eo| L8 71z EEly Sl L=Eol 15 . . . )
PRI "ol M= fFshA 52 MF J950l == 4A Kokl Sei= =uedreal statement ended the frantic moment of chaos. The rebels closed their umbrellas, gathering again
o A SHAHE w52 BF #ihs A1 oA 59 24712 ZASAt. in a solemn mood. Despite the pouring rain, the rally continued.
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As a searchlight on an armored vehicle lit up Province Hall, the government issued its ultimatum:
“This will be your only warning. Your mob is completely surrounded. Give up your weapons and

surrender.”

There was no response from Province Hall. The silence was broken by a single gunshot. A rebel’s
bullet shattered the searchlight. Province Hall was cloaked in darkness for a moment, then

government troops fired, M-16s flashing with fire.
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The morning was streaked with the blood of the uprising. Finally, the last rebel surrendered and
walked over his dead comrades bodies. The injured and more than a hundred and fifty bodies
were taken away from Kwangju in two transports. Survivors were to be farmed out to military
prisons after classification: “loiterer around Province Hall,” “weapon possessor,” and ‘special

member of the mob.”

As the survivors were bound and loaded into the trucks, the images of their fallen comrades,

those who had died in the darkness, burned in their minds, haunting their memories forever.
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Quotes from the first edition of Beyond Death, Beyond the Darkness of the Age (1985)
and the English edition of Kwangju Diary: Beyond Death, Beyond the Darkness of the Age (1999)
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After the uprising it took six months for us to start to gather up documents and eyewitness
statements; we felt like survivors of a disaster, in tears as they search among the ruins of their

homes for the necessities of life.

In telling the truth of what happened, we determined to reveal personal data and activities only
in the case of those deceased, injured and convicted and maintain anonymity for the rest. There
were limitations on access to many documents: for instance, accurate records related to the death

toll, the aftermath, and the military government’s tactics.
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The ten-day uprising that took place in Gwangju between May 18 and 27, 1980 was completely
suppressed. Still, no one was able to bring up the subject of the events. Nonetheless, the story
about Gwangju was slowly released, mostly by the bereaved families and survivors before

anyone else.

There were also righteous people endeavoring to disclose the truth of Gwangju: Kim Uigi,
Kim Jongtae, Hong Giil, Kim Taehun, Song Gwangyeong, Jang Igi, Pyo Jeongdu, Hwangbo
Yeongguk, Park Raejeon, and Kim Byeonggu are among them. They demanded a new inquiry
into the massacre and the punishment of those responsible for the deaths and injuries. Some
set fire to themselves or jumped to their deaths. These extreme actions were testimonies to

the truth they had to tell even at the expense of their own lives.

However, these self-sacrifices were regarded as an ‘unofficial” way to argue that a truth was
still concealed within silence and secrecy. They did not succeed in ‘telling’ the truth. It would
have been helpful to convince other people if there was someone to speak out about what they

had seen and heard. But it is not easy even now.
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‘Oppressors and abettors were not only people who had been silent. Besides the military
government’s crackdown, many survivors and witnesses would have experienced the bitter
taste of the inadequacy of language. What happened right before the eyes of Gwangju citizens
was a complete outrage. They wailed and trembled, holding onto each other. They had to
endure the overwhelming event. Speaking about it, they would have a tightening feeling in their
chest and be at a loss for where to start even after smoking several cigarettes. There were many
people who showed great courage by providing their testimonies. However, some might have
determined never to speak about it again after finding words too trivial, inadequate to express
the true facts of what happened. [...] Gwangju and the Uprising are still shrouded in solitude

and silence.”

— Choi Jung-woon, Social Science of May (2012)
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Natives of Jeolla-do in Seoul, Statement to 8 Mllllon Seoul Citizens (

— A7), "FExAA =2l = 24(1980.5.30)
Kim Uigi, To Brothers and Sisters (May 30, 1980)

May 29, 1980)
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A professor at ] University in Gwangju, Letter to Seoul Citizens (June 1, 1980)
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Kim Jongtae, To Honor the Souls of the Fallen Citizens and Students in Gwangju (June 9, 1980)
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May 26, 1980 8:00 pm
The Reason to Die, The Reason to Live

The fifth Citizen’s Rally for democracy ended around 8 pm on May 26, 1980. Over two
hundred people stayed. Mostly students and young workers, they resolved to defend the
Provincial Office to the end. It seemed obvious that this group of people could not defeat the
heavily armed troops. Yoon Sangwon, a spokesperson for the Struggle Committee strongly

advised high school students and young women to return home.

“I know your hearts, but this is a fight for older people. You young students
must survive and tell the rest of people the truth of what you saw today. Please

leave and survive to be a witness to history, to how we fought to the last.”™

TEAS] R 4,56, 75 (1980.5.22.-5.24.)
Militants’ Bulletin nos. 4, 5, 6, 7 (May 22-24, 1980)
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May 27, 1980 1:30 am
My Life Is Over!

“It was May 27. Around half past one in the morning, I heard the sound of gunfire coming from
every direction. I thought, ‘Is my life really over?’ I promptly got out of the YWCA. Crouching
like a thief in the night, I passed Jeonil Building and rushed into the Provincial Office to get a
gun. When I arrived at the Office, Yoon Sangwon was distributing guns. [...] But he didn’t want
to give me a gun. He asked ‘Do you know how to use this?” ‘You are kidding me! I just need to
pull the trigger. Don’t worry about it,’ I replied. He was still reluctant. There were a number of
people lining up to receive a gun after me. We scuffled a bit. I read the conflict in his face.

[ thought, it would be better not to take too long. Giving him a mischievous smile, I said, ‘Hey,
my friend, don’t worry, [ will survive. You, take care of yourself. Then I snatched a gun. I can

still clearly recall his face at that moment, although it has been more than thirty years.”

— Oral testimony of Na Myeonggwan, student at the Wildfire Night School (2011)*

© 51871 AT, 12011 5 18W1 735 At = 80 A alA,; 23(2011), 508%.
The May 18 Memorial Foundation, Research Reports on the Collection of Oral Testimony Materials of the Gwangju Uprising,
volume 2 (2011), p.508. © o4, 51871 d A Al
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Why We Had to Carry a Gun? (May 25, 1980)
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May 27, 1980 2:30 am
The Last Announcement at the Provincial Ofhice

“Citizens, the martial law army is re-entering the city. Our beloved brothers and
sisters are being killed by the swords and guns of the army. We will fight to the
end. We will defend Gwangju. Please remember us. We have resolved to fight

to the last. Citizens, the army is coming.”*

Around half past two in the morning, on May 27, 1980, Park Yeongsun broadcast her last
speech at the Provincial Office. The army’s final operation was imminent. Breaking the
silence of dawn, her voice clearly echoed through the city. Hidden in their houses and
straining to hear the last announcement, people felt ashamed and remembered that moment
for a long time. What she was really pleading for was not that people come together to defeat

the army but that they Temember the protestors’ truth - why they stayed and fought to the end.

l?_c‘)_%_.] :L‘é‘: /\]n]q_ }\]-_9,]-}\]7(]- al—x/l]-_QJ-HJ__}\1JI (1988)

The Day in May: Gwangju Situation Report Written by a Chief Operations Officer
of the Citizens” Army (1988)

ANE A%
W A

FRAG ol HRE, TS TS dof A el ol E & 'd014(2017, AH)), 418-419%
Hwang Sok-yong, Lee Jae-eul, Jun Yongho, the revised edition of Beyond Death, Beyond the Darkness of the Age (2017,
Changbi Publishers, Inc.), pp.418-419.
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“Gwangju Bounces Back,” Daehan News no. 1285 (June 1980)
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Between Truth and Groundless Rumors

May 19, 1980. Overnight in the city, rumors rapidly spread about the brutality of the
martial law army paratroopers. Some rumors were unlikely to be true, claiming that:
“The paratroopers had hallucinogens or hard liquor,” “The paratroopers are all from the
region of Gyeongsang-do and they came to wipe out Jeolla-do.” Some are quite far from
the truth, and with others it is hard to know whether or not they are true. Nonetheless,
such groundless rumors were believed by Gwangju citizens. What is clear here is that
the government army acted like someone who had lost their mind, dealing with its own

people so irrationally.

Tim Warnberg who happened to be in the city as a volunteer for the U.S. Peace Corps

during the Uprising, looked back on the event several years later and wrote:

FAALE S50 Aol F7ln J= 18 | et FF AFE (1980.5.19)

Tim Warnberg and citizens transferring an injured person on a stretcher (May 19, 1980)
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The Kyunghyang Daily News

Rumors at Home and Abroad,” The Kyunghyang Shinmun (July 12, 1980)

(1980.7.12.)
“Six Catholic Priests and One Nun Arrested: Under Suspicion of Making and Spreading

happening, who was in control, and which rumors were true and which were
not. One thing, however, was clear: most people witnessed enough brute

force initially to automatically believe everything they heard. All rumors were

“Once the uprising was underway, it was really difficult to know what was
assumed to be true.”™
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Tim Warnberg, “The Kwangju Uprising: An Inside View,” Korean Studies, volume 11 (1987)

The Kwangju Uprising:
An Inside View
Tim Warnberg

The Kwangju Incident of May 1980, although one of the crucial events in the
post-Korean War history of South Korea, remains a subject of great controversy
and ion. A variety of ictory accounts and analyses of the incident
have appcared but a day by-day recounting of Lhe uprising, drawn from pre-
viously accounts, both the official govern-
ment report and many of the contemporary press accounts. The experiences of
eyewitnesses, including Peace Corps vol; and resident missi ies, sug-

gest that the events in Kwangj ani i iate response
to military and police violence, xather than a planned provocation manipulated
by outside political forces. The incompatibility of these eyewitness accounts with
the Korean government report, as well as the reluctance of the government to
respond at all, reflects a lack of clarity surrounding the Kwangju incident which
will ensure its continuing impact on the contemporary political scene in Korea,
and establishes the need for an even-handed report and analysis of the incident
incorporating all available information and accounts.

On May 18, 1980, what began as a small and, by Korean stan-
dards, relatively routine demonstration in the city of Kwangju, popula-
tion 800,000, Cholla province, developed into a violent confrontation
with the military which resulted in a large number of civilian and mili-
tary deaths and caused repercussions that are still evident on the political
scene today. Since that time a number of attempts have been made to
clarify exactly what occurred and why. The official version put forth by
the Korean government is decidedly different from versions published
by a number of human rights groups in and out of Korea. As a Peace
Corps volunteer (PCV) in the city of Kwangju who witnessed the up-
rising, I will present an account of the incident based on previously un-
published eyewitness reports which may contribute to a better under-
standing of the events that transpired. Although in previous reports the
number of deaths is one of the main points of contention, the focus and
intent of this article will not be to take sides in that dispute. Rather,

Copyright (c) 2006 ProQuest Information and Learning Company
Copyright (c) University of Hawaii Press

—_
e}

ofl

Fol| A H3}5- AR (Peace Corps Volunteer

€] 91117} 19870

34 'WARNBERG

through eyewitness accounts, I will present a picture of the initial con-
frontation and subsequent events that eventually led to a full-scale
armed revolt, and I will compare these accounts with the official govern-
ment version and press reports. In light of their continuing impact on
Korea today, there remains a need for a discussion of the events and of
the government’s handling of the situation.

Background to the Uprising
Two factms played an important role in the Kwangju uprising.
The first is lism. The Korean pe is remarkable for the

many mountain ranges that crisscross and divide the countryside.
Kyongsang and Cholla Provinces, two major regions in South Korea,
are bisected and separated by one such mountam range. By making
travel difficult and impeding social and the moun-
tains have helped to foster and preserve a regionalism that the introduc-
tion of modern communications has only recently begun to alleviate.
Regionalism in Korea has its origins in the Three Kingdoms
period, when Cholla was part of the kingdom called Paekche and
Kyongsang was part of the Silla kingdom.! After centuries of interne-
cine wars, the peninsula was finally united in the tenth century under the
tutelage of the Koryo dynasty. Koryo began a pattern of discrimination
against the Paekche region by assimilating the ruling aristocratic class of
Silla, which had into its g ing structure
while using much harsher methods to subjugate Paekche, which had
resisted integration to the end. In the sixteenth and seventeenth centu-
ries, regionalism played a role in the groupings and regroupings of the
literati factions, and in more recent tlmes evxdenoe of reglona.hsm can
be found in the loyalties of the and
As a result of these geographical and hlsmncal factors, Cholla and
Kyongsang have developed rather distinct dialects and characteristics.
In modern Korea, this regionalism still flares up and is manifested
in its better form in good-natured but heated athletic rivalries. More
serious social manifestations can be seen in the reluctance of the people
from the two regions to intermarry. Koreans throughout the nation have
very strong stereotypes regarding the people from these two areas.
Kyongsang people are described variously as loyal, aloof, cliquish, man-
ly, stubborn, and rough in manner and language. Cholla people are
frequently called two-faced, conniving, uncooperative, brutish, oppor-
tunistic, and uncouth, as well as intelligent and artistic.?> Although the
rivalry between the two provinces is usually good-natured and cordial,
in extraordinary circumstances this mutual distrust can turn ugly. In
addition, these strong regional sentiments are further aggravated by the
fact that the nation’s political power rests with a clique that for the last
twenty-six years has been drawn largely from Kyongsang Province
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Kims—Kim Ybng—sam, me Dac Jung, and Kim Jong-pil.}* General
Chun, idate his own power and by April
1980 was head of the Korean CIA and military intelligence.’* The
students were becoming increasingly restless and vocal, and by April
were demanding an immediate end to martial law and the removal of
Chun, who was widely believed to be the power behind acting-president
Ch’oe Kyu-ha.

Throughout April and into early May demonstrations increased in
scope, number, and degree of violence. On May 15, approximately one-
hundred thousand students demonstrated in the streets of Seoul, as the
students had set noon the previous day as the deadline for the end of
martial law. Though eyewitness accounts generally agree that the dem-
onstration was peaceful at first, it quickly degenerated into violence
and finally resulted in the death of a policeman when a bus was com-
mandeered and driven into police lines.!5

Friday, May 16, and Saturday, May 17, were relatively calm, as
the student leaders had agreed to call off street demonstrations. 6 Mean-
while, sometime in the week prior to May 18, the military had apparent-
ly decided to make their move. On May 16, Dr. and Mrs. Betts Huntley,
missionaries in Kwangju affiliated with Kwangju Christian Hospital, re-
ported that they were unable to buy bus tickets to Taejon because the
army had bought the entire supply. They took the train instead, only to
find a train and a station packed with soldiers. They later learned that
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(presidents Park and Chun), while the most prominent opposition lead-
er of the last fifteen years is from Cholla Province (Kim Dae Jung).

The second important underlying consideration in any analysis of
the events of that May is the political situation in the months preceding
the Kwangju Incident. The generally confrontational political scene in
Korea had become even more so in the latter half of 1979 and through
the early months of 1980. With the rise of Kim Yong-sam as leader of
the New Democratic Party and his dramatic and unexpected (by the
ruling party) victory as head of the opposition,* the stage was set for the
events of the next twelve months. When the ruling party, charging him
with “antistate remarks,” forcibly expelled Kim from his seat in the
National Assembly on October 5, 1979,5 it set off a chain of events that
had such a drastic impact on the Korean political scene that it is still
being felt today. On the day of his ouster Kim himself predicted, “In the
not too distant future, this crime will receive the judgement of the
people.”s

Following Kim’s ouster there was a series of violent antigovern-
ment demonstrations in Pusan and Masan, two cities in Kim’s home
province of Kyongsang, that resulted in the government declaring
limited martial law.” In the ensuing debate over how to deal with the
rising popular support for the antigovernment movement, Kim Chae-
kyu, head of the Korean Central Intelligence Agency (KCIA), took
matters into his own hands and assassinated his longtime superior,
President Park Chung Hee, on October 26, 1979. In the following day’s
paper a small picture of General Chun Du Hwan appeared, identifying
him as the officer in charge of the investigation of the assassination.®
‘Within two months Chun arrived at the conclusion that Army Chlef of
Staff and Martial Law C Chong Sung-hwa was d in
Park’s death and on December 12, 1979, he moved against him in what
has come to be known as the 12/12 Incident.® Chun used his Capital
Garrison Command and troops commanded by classmates from the
Korea Military Academy, including new President Roh Tae-woo, to
overpower the marine units defending General Chong. Chong was
arrested and convicted. The American ambassador to Korea, William
Gleysteen, cabled Washington that “Park loyalists opposed to political
liberalization have staged a coup.™®

Nevertheless, followmg the 12/12 Incident there was a definite
move toward li The f: hing decrees of the
Yusin constitution!! were dismantled, students were released, and
opposition leaders had their civil rights restored, including the perennial
opposition leader Kim Dae Jung. The atmosphere in Korea in early

1980 was one of guarded optimism; people openly di d Korea’s
political future and debated the mems of the three undeclared can-
didates in the p 1 elections,!2 the lled three
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]—-‘E »_11 a ]‘:j]' o]—\/}— E bz 7]’H]' al T:]—.* follows is a day by day recounting of what happened from May 18 to
May 27, drawn entirely from the personal accounts, including my own, incial Capitol 6. Tourist Hotel
of Peace Corps volunteers who witnessed all or part of the incident, 1. Provinciel Cap 2 offi
and other accounts from several American missionaries who were living 2. Semu Kwan ; ;gsé : :Jc:mn
in Kwangju at the time. 3. Choe 11 Building . Studen
4. Catholic Center 9. American Cultural Center

S. Bank of Kwengju 10. Bus Terminal

o g 9o
o o ko
o rfo o

=2
ol—J
ol

\
)
©
B
o

Daily Account of the Kwangju Incident

Once the uprising was underway, it was really difficult to know
what was happening, who was in control, and which rumors were true
and which were not. One thing, however, was clear: most people wit-
nessed enough brute force initially to automatically believe everything

they heard. All rumors were assumed to be true. Throughout the ten
. _ _ o . days the prevailing mood was one of ap ion; everyone
*upA g e Tu) Skl Sah Y Abe: A} 7] &0 A, U S o] Faeg Ay sl Aol Ta| 9 1), le,l:::,:hasgtoit:g‘qtl;a%ntaz:iwl?‘:;vi:sgoingrzﬁta;xgcgzenmome:n
out the city. That the sil n eventually e an acute
(1988, Westview Press), 552

Mark Peterson, “Americans and the Kwangju Incident: Problems in the Writing of History,” in Donald N. Clark (ed.), Copyright (c) 2006 ProQuest Information and Learning Company Copyright (¢) 2006 ProQuest Information and Learning Company
Copyright (¢) University of Hawaii Press Copyright (¢) University of Hawaii Press

The Kwangju Uprising: Shadows over the Regime in South Korea (1988, Westview Press), p.55.

74 2.3 5 do] 7S do] 75 2. Beyond Gwangju, Beyond Borders



5902090 9.7 ol EAY B ZEl YE WPS BEo| Woka, b oF 1 1
B8 59 RE D Q= LA HUj| $15) Fol 22 T AR] A AR H31 A
29 AH AR mar) 27 7T gk BEN AT 59 239 B Bobe 1
L, e Aol Bzt ol FakAe] AN BEI By E 9 Fue Aok
198791 64FA ] 71 HA7E B o] 2u} Y|t 0% vt B A 7R BT
7ol glet

llg
o,
o
N
u
g
v
5o
£
[
lly
flo
5=
oY,
g2
o
o
N
1o
B
1=
o
r>~l
i
pve)
k
o
rr
%
1o
9

NN

w20l dl A 7] 9.

Witnesses with Blue Eyes: Jiirgen Hinzpeter

The international press first exposed the Gwangju Uprising to the world, not the local media
which were being heavily censored by the military junta. Jirgen Hinzpeter, a reporter with
the East Asia branch of the German broadcaster ARD-NDR, Phillippe Pons, a reporter for Le
Monde, and Shim Jachoon, a Seoul based correspondent for The New York Times were among

the first foreign correspondents who covered the democratic Uprising.

Jirgen Hinzpeter arrived in Gwangju on the morning of May 20 and filmed what was
happening in the city. Next day, in the afternoon, after being questioned, he flew to Japan

via Seoul to send his film to Hamburg in Germany. It took him 22 hours. As soon as he had

handed over the film, he returned to Gwangju on May 23. He documented the Citizens’

Army’s activities and citywide rallies after the martial law army was withdrawn. The so-called
‘Gwangju video’ which became a catalyst for the June Uprising of 1987 was mostly edited from

footage shot by Hinzpeter.

=82t F5 5 (19805)
Hinzpeter and his colleagues (May 1980)
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A photograph by Hinzpeter (May 1980)

Gwangju came to the attention of the global media when The New York Times and Le Monde
reported on May 23 breaking news about what had happened. News crews from different
media around the world came to the city and delivered what they witnessed. This largely

helped to convince public opinion overseas.
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CG Life and CG/Aetna people really excel
at coming through for their customers.

For example: CG people offer specific
solutions for pension plans, group insurance,
property/casualty, and personal/business
financial planning. They're trained to find
answers to complex needs—like tailoring
your company’s employee benefit program
to comply with ever-changing Federal
and State regulations at minimum cost

and inconvenience to you.

We know that, in business, there is often a
fine line between success and failure. What
has helped make Connecticut General one
of America’s largest insurance corporations
is that CG Life and CG/Aetna people really

do come through.

o«

COMING THROUGH FOR YOU.
THAT'S WHAT CG PEOPLE DO.

CONNECTICUT GENERAL INSURANCE CORPORATION, HARTFORD.

PRINCIPAL DIVISIONS, CONNECTICUT GENGRAL I NSURANCE COMPANY
TNA INSURANCE COMPANIES (CG/AETNA)

Kwangju in

WHAT SEPARATES
CONNECTICUT GENERAL
FROM OTHER GOOD
INSURANCE COMPANIES

army vehicles: After four days of battle the city belonged to the demonstrators

JUNE 2, 1980

The Havoc of Mount St. Helens

With a blast comparable to the largest H-bomb ever tested,
Mount St. Helens in Washington State blew its top last
week—the nation’s worst volcanic eruption. At least 18
people died and 88 were missing, ind the eastward-spread-

oton

3 e highways as far cast as Montana. Page 22

Rebellion in Korea
In the bloodiest outbreak of violence in
South Korea since the Korean War,
300,000 dsisnE FalorSbweatiinic the
streets of Kwangju, calling for the over-
throw of the country’s military strong-
man, Gen. Chon Too Hwan. ~ Page 42

Days of Rage

Like the taped replay of a near-
" ly forgotten nightmare, the
streets of a Miami ghetto called
Liberty City exploded in the
bloodiest and costliest black

WEEK’S report includes a bat-
tlefield account of the three-day
uprising, an examination of the
police-brutality case that set it
off, an exclusive poll revealing
what black Americans thought
of the riot—and an assessment
of the despair and the discon-
tentstill smoldering in the ghet-
tosa decade after the last onhc
long hot summers.

King of Vegas

He is the king of Las Ve-
gas—and_at 38, Wayne
Newton is expanding his
empire with a_long-shot
gamble. For $105 million he
has agreed to buy the city’s
Aladdin Hotel.  Page 71

The Love Canal

After living two years with a
“health_emergency,” hun-
dreds of anguished families
were leaving their homes
near the Love Canal, an |
abandoned chemical dump
outside Niagara Falls, N.Y.,
last week—many vowing
never to return. The govern-
ment agreed to pay for hous-
ing, after protests by the resi-
dents—and a study showing
evidence of chromosome
damage to some of them. But
there was controversy about
the study’s validity. Page 56
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Iater agreed in principle to
provide compensation for the
dead and wounded, to assume
responsibility for the recon-
struction of destroyed build-
ings and to allow in food and
medical supplies. At the week-
end, an uneasy quict settled
over wamgju

uprising dismayed the
Carter Administration, which
was already troubled by the

Chung Hee. In Seoul last week,
therewerereports that Kim Jue
Kyu, former head of the Kore-
an Central Intelligence Agen-
o3 and four accomplices had

ged for the killing, adding another
vlolent note to the general clangor. Al-

A paratrooper in action: ‘Korea is lawless now’

cratic Republican Party (the ruling party
under Park Chung Hee) wasalso hauled oft

newspapers in Seoul cither re-
fused to carry ont assignments

ty-nine of the 66 opposition
members of the National As-
sembly resigned (many of the
others went into hiding). The
army casily put down a dem-
onstration in Seoul, though
the capital’s student militants
may be waiting for the right
moment to launch their own
new riots
Barricades: Whatever hap-
pensnext,fewnhcemuchfmh
the chances for significant
llbcmhunon under the gen
nls “We had the ehowc be-
een democracy and stabil-
ity,” a Korenn officer said, “We chose
stability.” But as the rebellion in Kwangju
showed, the generals may have succeeded
in clamping down on a few radicals only to
uhenate other vital sectors. Dl‘ Korean soci-
losed

though the tojail for “i
Ambassador Wll]lam Glcysteen urged the And the home of liberal dissident Kim
oppose Young Sam troops after
Secretary of sme Edmund Mnxkle ca.llcd Kim of planning *
lencein for the lifting urmp

offcialsadded that there was o question of

tallaw.” Almost no one accepted th

b s aTioats e s
likely to take their future grievances fo the

pullngout U troop, cenif

INTERNATIONAL

Insurrection in South Korea

t was an open insurrection—the worst

outbreak of violence in South Korea
since the Korean War. In the southwestern
city of Kwangju, the capital of South
Cholla Province, 200,000 insurgents took
0 thestreets last week to protest the impo-
sition of martial law by South Korea’s
‘military strongman, Maj. Gen. Chon Too
Hwan. The dcmonslmlms torched cars,
gutted radio and television stations, occu-
pied government buildings, raided armor-
ies and seized an estimated 4,000 weapons
and 40,000 rounds i Troops
with fixed bayonets fired point-blank i
one crowd; a band of outraged mili-
tants commandeered buses and taxis and
‘rammed through a police barricade, killing
four policemen. After four days of pitched
‘battles, the body count stood at 61—and
even more bloodshed remained an ugly
possibility.

The Kwangju rebellion sent shudders
from Seoul to Washington. Though the
demonstrators were homegrown, the gov-
ernment bl it on “impure clements”
and “North Korcan agitators.” There

no imminent danger that
North Kom would be tempted to cross the
38th parallel. But Jimmy Carter made the
symbolic gesture of sending two airborne
command-post planes toward Korea. Chon
reacted by tightening the military grip he
‘had clamped on South Korea twoweeks ago
after student riots in Scoul and other cities.

2

He kept_the universities closed and his
Ieading rivals locked up. The civilian Cabi-
net resigned; a new Cabinet acceptable (o

ique of powerful generals was
atragedy,” said an intellectu-
orea is lawless now.”

The fighting in Kwangju began early
last week when soldiers entered Chonnam
National University o enforce the martial-
law decree on the student body. Eyewit-

The generals make
a ruthless grab

Sfor total power—
and find themselves
Jfacing total chaos.

military reservists who surrendered and
gave up their weapons. Armed with rifles,
‘machine guns and even armored personnel
carriers, the rebels drove other govern-
ment forces back to a single stronghold:
the prison outside the city. Kwangju be-
longed 1o the demonstrators.

Death Toll: The rebellion quickly spread
from Kwangju to the est of South Cholla, a
rice-growing province at the southwestern
tip of the peninsula, Rioting citizens took
over the port city of Mokpo and occupied a
police station and a military armory in
Naju. In all, sixteen towns in the province
were hit by disturbances, The hospitals in
Kwangju alone (population: 700,000) re-
ported 61 dead and nearly 400 wounded.
Other medml sources put the death toll
much

By mldweck government forces had
wlthdrawn from Kwangju, but fresh bat-

nesses said at least one young. woman was
stripped to her underwear and drag

about by a soldier. Rumors of rape, o
students pulled through the streets behind
army vehicles, of bodics hanging in the
parks, spread through Kwangju—and the
city exploded. Tens of thousands of rioting
citizens filled the streets, demanding
Chon'’s resignation and battling with gov-
crnment troops. Initially, the demonstra-
tors wiclded only axes and iron bars. Then
they stormed an arms warchouse held by

the city. Acting Prime
Mmlslcf Park Choong Hoon broadcast an
appeal to the militants, saying that the
government would exercise “maimum
patience” in the crisis. The insurgents
formed a committee of civic, religious and
academic leaders to negotiate with the
martiallaw command. Among their de-

mands: the withdrawal of all troops,
release of hundreds of people arrested
during the riofs, compensation for the
families of the dead and wounded and no

Negative Grmh: Chon’s authoritarian
moves threatened South Korea’s image—

he arrests, most nmlysr.s believed, was to
eliminate potential rivals to Chon, who is
widely expected to goom one of his own

of this year, the Korean economy registered
negative growth for the first time in sixteen
years. Inflation seems certain to soar well
‘above 20 per cent, and the country may not
find the $2 billion it needs to borrow from
private banks this year. “At a barc mini-
mum, the terms for loans will get a lot
toughernow,” says David Maslin, a visiting
economist with the Continental Bank of
ChicagoinSeoul. “Thebigbankswithmajor
stakes can’t withdraw, but smaller banks
may drop out of the market altogether.”
Koreassocial unrest seemedikely tofright-
en off foreign investors, driving up an al-
ready high unemployment rate—and the
potential for even more turmoil.

/en 5o, the generals in Seoul seemed de-
termined to eliminate nearly all vestiges of
civilian rule. They canceled the new session

of the National Assembly, which had been
sch:dnled to convene last week. The new
Cabinet, dominated by retired generals, re-
ected Chon’s own political views, Presi-

lency.
While last week’s vlolenoe was confined
to South Cholla, other types of protest
broke out elsewhere. Reporters for several

barricades.
Chon may wind up with total chaos—a
danger he seemed to recognize. As the crisis
wore on, he began moving his residence
frequently—trying not to sleep in the same
place two nights in a row.

JOHN NIELSEN with ANDREW NAGORSKI
in Seoul

China’s New ICBM

S0 o one could miss the story, the
People’s Daily in Peking used red ink to
reportitinarare EXTRA edition. From
a launching pad in Gansu Province last
week, China'’s first long-range intercon-
tinental ballistic missile had_zipped
6,000 miles, arching high over Asia and
landing with a political splash 27 miles
east of its bull’s-eye in the South Pacific.

enough to please Peking. Officially, the
missile was said to be designed for such
peaceful fields as satellite communica-
uons BntU S. an.a.lysts polnled out that

dem Choi Kyu
week. Hls oﬁclal residence was surrounded

3-megaton war-
head and had a range of 8,000 miles,

been “no change in the plzdge Thave made
for political development”

The army rounded up most of Chon's
political opponents. Opposition leader Kim
Dae Jung, a native of South Cholla, was.
taken from his home, accused of paying out
huge sums of money (o finance “a people’s
uprising and the overthrow of the govern-

“TheChl—
ncscwsllwnnttodzployn the mostsix to
ten of the missiles, enough to be seen by
the Soviets; the weapon will be produced
as a deterrent,” said one White House
strategist. But: the test sentasignal to the
United States as well, said one defense
expert. “The Chinese are giving them-
selves flexibility—in case thereis asour-

ment”;
znm—mdtmm:nfcxenunan Klm]lmg

ingin US.-Chi

retaliation, The

Pil, the g P the Demo-
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Witnesses with Blue Eyes: Arnold Peterson

Missionaries and volunteers for the U.S. Peace Corps who happened to be there at that
time played a pivotal role in revealing the truth of Gwangju. Arnold Peterson, a U.S. Baptist
missionary, was among them. Peterson recalled the fact that a CBS reporter interviewed him
on May 26, 1980 and it aired across U.S. within one day. Amazed by the communication

technology, he said:

“A CBS news crew came to the Huntley house at about 9:30 a.m. and asked
us to do an on-camera interview as a group. We consented. Inasmuch as |
had been out and around the city more than had the others during the week,
many of the questions were directed to me. As a group, those of us present
affirmed that the root cause of the present disturbance was the misconduct of
the military, not the students. [...] This CBS interview was an object lesson in
the marvels of modern communications. The interview concluded about 10:00

a.m. on Monday, May 26 in Kwangju. [...] I later learned that portions of the
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Arnold Peterson speaking of what happened during the Gwangju Uprising
in a press conference (May 11, 1995)
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interview were broadcast on the CBS Evening News in the USA at 6:00 p.m.
on Monday, about 22 hours after the interview occurred. Apparently the tape
was hand carried to Seoul and then to Tokyo where it went by satellite to the

USA.™*

518 = AFef 5 (1995)
5-18 The Kwangju Incident (1995)

“olls mE|L 1518 Y ALE (1995, 1), 1522, 236-237%
Arnold Peterson, 518 The Kwangju Incident (1995, Pulbit Books), p.152, pp.236-237.
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Witnesses with Blue Eyes: Martha Huntley &
Charles Betts Huntley

Foreign missionaries in Korea who had worked for human rights movements as well as Seoul-
based Monday Night Group missionaries helped significantly in spreading the truth of
Gwangju. They took risks in order to send photographs abroad, documenting the situation and

telling the truth as they had witnessed it.

“Many photos were taken during this time by Koreans and others. Presbyterian
missionaries Martha and Betts Huntley tried to send photos with someone
who was leaving Korea, with strict instructions about how to get them out
safely. Unfortunately, the person wasn’t able to comply with their instructions,
and the photos were confiscated at the airport. Little by little, however, others

were able to get photos out of the city. Monday Night Group member Marion
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he man was visibly angry. “1 don't
T think you should mention foreign

policy in a missionary presenta-
tion. Politics has nothing to do with
mission work! Just look, you've in-
fluenced all these people,” he said, sweep-
ing his arm in a wide arc toward the
crowded Sunday school classroom.

“Oh, Mister, [ sure hope so!™ I thought.
But the echo of the man’s anger has been
ringing in my ears.
© Then 1 heard another echo, in the
words of a Maryknoll nun whose four
missionary friends had been tortured,
raped and murdered in El Salvador.
“When you go abroad and see your own
government contributing not only to the
oppression of the people, but to the blood
and slaughter, it is a terrible shock and
you want to cry out. You come back and
tell people how it is and find many of
them don't want to hear about it. That to
me was culture shock.”

Those of us who ‘have served as
Presbyterian missionaries in troubled
places certainly can relate to what our
Catholic sister had experienced. In my
own case, | had no particular desire to
talk politics. I wanted to talk about
justice and truth, words which have taken
on soul-deep meaning for me these past
two years. | wanted to share how our
missionary work of 16 years in Korea had
taken a radical turn, to explain that my
husband, Betts, and I had not so much
“become involved in hll‘mﬂn'righls”as we
had been trapped in a situation of human
wrong.

President Chung Hee Park, who might
have been described as a benevolent
military dictator, had been assassinated
Oct. 26, 1979. After the initial shock of
finding out they could carry on without
their strongman, the people of Korea had
resumed ordinary living, freed from some
of the harsher restrictions that had been
imposed by Park’s 1972 Yushin Consti-
tution. We think back and remember the
early months of 1980 as a springtime of
hope for Korea.

We lived in Kwangju, Korea, a south-
western town of 800,000 people, with two
large universities and several good hos-
pitals. We always have felt at home there,
partly because it reminds us of our
hometown Charlotte, N.C. (which novel-
ist James Baldwin described as “a nice
town, if you like towns”). We do like
towns, and we like Kwangju. Through
my work as adviser to the English
newspaper at Chunnam National Uni-
versity, which has more than 10,000
students, and through our English and
Bible and seminary classes, we have had
close ties with the students of Kwangju.
In the spring of 1980 they were euphoric.

For the first time in eight years they
were allowed to have class discussions
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Martha Huntley, “Should We Tell You about This?,” Presbyterian Survey (March 1982)

and to elect student officers; club activi-
ties were reinstated, censorship was re-
laxed, campus autonomy was promised,
students and professors who had been
imprisoned for years returned to the
campus as heroes. There was a renais-
sance of creativity as students poured out
long-pent-up feelings and newborn hopes
by writing poetry. drama, songs and
speeches. They were not radical, they
were responsible. And they thought it

Presbyterian Survey was the monthly journal published by the |

]

ple secemed to approve the students'
agenda and their methods. There was no
disruption of ordinary living other than
the rerouting of traffic around throngs of
students marching in the streets.

At midnight on May 17, martial law
was extended over the nation and all
universities and colleges were closed. A
specially trained elite corps of para-
troopers called the Black Berets was sent
to Kwangju with orders to forcibly put

Presbyterian Church, U.S. in Atlanta, Georgia.

Should We Tell
You About This?

Sometimes, church folks just don’t want to hear
the truth about the need for the gospel.

By Martha Huntley

was going to last.

In mid-May of 1980 the students of
Kwangju, like those all over Korea,
began to express their political opinions
in the streets. In marches and rallies, they
called for the release of dissident leader
Dae Jung Kim (a Catholic who had run
against President Park in an election and
had been imprisoned most of the time
since) and urged early elections and
political reform. In Kwangju, most peo-

WZ!‘]

down a nonexistent “*Communist up-
rising.” This we learned later from three
of the officers, Christians who gave their

personal testimonies at a Kwangju Amer-

ican Air Force chapel.

In the days that followed, citizens of
Kwangju were assaulted on the streets
simply for being there. A 30-year-old
housewife friend of ours was knocked
down and beaten to the extent that she
required stitches in her scalp and was

PRESBYTERIAN SURVEY
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Left: Church members were among the
demonsirators opposing repressive gov-

ernment policies but their protests were '

met with increased controls and the
arrest of church leaders. Above: Students
cencountered vicious government reprisal.
Government leacders claimed the students
were part of a *Communist uprising.”

incoherent for several months. A young
businessman was pulled from a city bus
and kicked so badly about the head that
he lost an eye. Army trucks would roar
into a neighborhood and young people
would be pulled from their homes,
stripped to their underwear and beaten—
all of this on main streets and in full
view—thrown into the trucks and carried
offi

Instead of a student riot which had
been the expected result of these prov-
ocations, the entiré population of
Kwangju rose up and fought back. In
an effort to clear the streets, the
military began firing on the people
from helicopters and from the sidewalks.

MARCH 1982

The bullets, fired from M-16 rifles, were
the kind that explode on contact—a
violation of the Geneva Convention.

My husband and | were at Kwangju
Christian Hospital the afternoon of May
22 at 3 p.m. when this first happened. In
two hours our hospital alone received 99
wounded and 14 dead. Among the
wounded were a 9-year-old boy who was
shot in the legs. Our first dead was a
middle-school girl: the second was a
commercial high school girl who had
donated blood at the hospital |5 minutes
earlier and was shot by the troops as she
was being returned home in a student
vehicle. We received five patients with
spinal cord injuries, many of whom will
never walk again. One was 13 years old.
We had other patients who lost eyes,
limbs and their minds.

When the military retook the city of
Kwangju after 10 days of fighting, the
funerals began. | went to 24 in one day.
They were burying bodies in batches of
20 to 30 every few hours for several
days. Also, the arrests—thousands of

persons were imprisoned. One minister
friend went to prison because his church
had a prayer meeting for the government
without asking its permission. Anyone
could be imprisoned for even discussing
the 10-day civil war. which was blamed
first on Communists and then on Dae
Jung Kim.

When the city was reopened, some of
the first people in were Presbyterians—
Korean and American—coming to offer
aid. Our hospital was deluged with offers
of medicine, blood and other supplies.
When one hospital stalf member was
asked what was needed the most, he
said, “We need justice and we need truth,”
Both seemed in critically short supply.

Our work, for the IS months remain-
ing until our home assignment, was
affected very deeply by these events.
Every day we tried to minister to people
who had lost family members or had
someone wounded, imprisoned or in
hiding, who would say, “We have no
hope.” Our local congregation signed a
covenant to pray for a change of heart in
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Current was able to take some in her luggage when she returned to Canada
for a short trip. The photos were of people shot by bullets that fragmented
into many pieces once they entered the body. The photographer’s identity was
purposely not revealed to Marion, so that if she were questioned at the airport

she could honestly say she didn’t know who had taken the pictures.”

— Oral testimony of Marion Pope, Monday Night Group member (2005)

RS, 1197980 Ho] ol Tala EA A o] okshElz] AR ul,, A AHE G, AN E A7 k4l 9
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The Editors, “1979-80: When Violence Peaked and Dictatorship Began to Crumble,” in Jim Stentzel (ed.), More Than
Witnesses: How a Small Group of Missionaries Aided Korea’s Democratic Revolution (2006, Korea Democracy Foundation),
P.502.
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the government and since May of 1980
most of the members of that church have
eaten only one meal a day as they pray
and fast for this cause.

My husband, a hospital chaplain, saw
victims of the war daily. One of our
seminary students was killed, a number
of our Bible students were wounded, a
great many of our friends were in prison
and their families desperately needed
help. A large number of groups—mostly

Christian—came in a steady stream to
investigate what had happened in
Kwangju and how another such tragedy
could be prevented. We helped them with
housing, food and translation. When we
did leave for home last summer, scores of
people pleaded with us: “Please tell
people what happened here. Tell them
how your government has not helped,
and what they could do to help us. Ask
them to pray for us. We can't talk; you
must talk for us.”

Sent as missionaries to Kwangju, we
had become people of Kwangju too. We
have seen too much, we have hurt too
much to be silent.

Then the shock came. As a missionary
on home assignment, | have been work-
ing partly with Presbyterian Survey and
partly with the Division of International
Mission, so | have had access to the

14
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missionary letters coming from all over
the world. I have found that what
happened in Kwangju was notan isolated
incident—not a historical quirk—but a
common and widespread occurrence,
part of an epidemic of outrage and terror.
PCUS missionaries from all over the
world are writing to witness to the
brutality around them. Listen:

From Zaire: “Kinshasa has been very
troubled this month. Hundreds and
hundreds of older boys and men have
been rounded up by the police and forced
into government service. An effort was
made to get those who are unemployed.
Those weighing over 148 pounds have
been forced into military service and
those weighing under 148 pounds have
been sent to the region of Lower Zaire to
work in the fields. Many people have
been afraid to leave their houses. Often,
when [ pass the military prison, there are
women outside crying and wailing be-
cause their sons and husbands have been
taken. Two weeks ago some women were
beaten in front of my house. There is no
freedom of speech in Zaire. A person can
even be arrested for complaining. People
have been arrested for saying thmgs like,
‘Life 5urely has gotten tough in Kin-
shasa.™

From El Salvador: “Catholic and
Protestant Christians are more united in
the wake of the assassination of several
pastors and priests. Extreme suffering
has brought Christians closer to God and
each other and has taught them that
faithful discipleship can be a truly costly
affair. A Baptist and member of a
wealthy family, Carmen doesn't have to
stay and face 1001 nights of terror. ‘I
don't want to leave. My life is in danger
every day, but I know God has not
forgotten our desperation to be free. |
must be a part of whatever happens.” [
asked Carmen if she had a message for
American Christians. She said, ‘Look for
alternative sources of information on
what is happening here in El Salvador.
It’s the military against the whole popula-
tion—not just the leftists. The soldiersare
kill-crazy. We need you to stand with us.
Speak up for us. Regardless of what it
implies, take your stand on biblical
justice. And please pray for us all.™

From Taiwan: “With elections coming
up, the church will be watched very
closely to see that its members do not
cause any interference with the elections.
They will not, of course, because ti
not the kind of thing they do, but if it is
deemed necessary, they could be accused
of such. The church here is concerned
that the human rights of all be honored
and it seeks to ‘help those who are
presently not enjoying those rights.”
(Also from Taiwan, in the November
1981 issue of Survey was a story by

@

——

PCUS missionary Cary Whallon de-“

scribing how a friend of hers became a
Christian after the tragic murder of her
mother and 7-year-old twin daughters
and the imprisonment of her husband as
an act of government reprisal.)

From Mexico: “Many of you are
familiar with our concerns about the U.S.
government’s present involvement in
Central America, particularly the sup-
port of repressive military governments

stricken. "Tel[pwple what has happened
here,” they begged missionaries.

in El Salvador and Guatemala. Since the
present Salvadoran Junta’s takeover in
October 1979, church and human rights
agencies have denounced that govern-
ment’s responsibility for the most barbar-
ic torture imaginable and the murder of
approximately 30,000 people. In January
a group of us organized the Ecumemcal
Committee of U.S. Citizens in Mexico.
On the date of his inauguration, an open
letter to President Reagan, signed by 40

PRESBYTERIAN SURVEY
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Left: Halls in Kwangju Chn ian Hospital

were crowded with patients during the
civil strife there. Above: Baton-swinging
police went a_/'rer students in Kwangju,
Seouland other cities when they rallied 10
demand an end to martial law in their

% of us (mostly Protestant and Catholic
explained our opposition

most of Europe. Since the open letter, the
committee has sent three additional
mallmgs wuh translated articles and

to U.S. military assistance to the Junta,
the ion and ination of
thousands of innocent civilians including
church leaders like Archbishop Oscar
Romero, support for the Mexican govern-
ment’s position on non-intervention, and
our conviction that present policy would
seriously damage U.S. relations through-
out Latin America, the Third World and

D ntnmmandhtn ! o

pp ly 550 con-
tacts in (he U S. We have given local
press and radio interviews, spoken to
English-speaking church groups and par-
ticipated in local solidarity events. This is
in addition to our assignment with the
Protestant Commission of Christian
Education in Latin America and our
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volunteer work with North and South
American prisoners. But for most of'us,
nothing of our work and witness is more
important than these efforts to help
fellow Christians in the U.S. review their
faith and discipleship in the light of the
conflict, suffering, oppression and faith
of people in this part of the world.”

A fellow PCUS missionary on home
assignment, Bob Armistead (who has
been 16 years in Mexico and Ecuador)
responded to the call of the Evangelical
Committee for Development and Emer-
gency in Honduras shortly before Christ-
mas. This organization asked that North
American Christians come as an inter-
national witness and peacekeeping pres-
ence to help secure the safety of Salva-
doran refugees located at La Virtud,
Honduras, to prevent Salvadoran troops
from raiding the camps to kidnap and kill
their countrymen. Armistead was in the
second delegation to go to Honduras. He
was telling us of his experiences there ata
Division of International Mission meet-
ing in Atlanta the day after his return
when he was called to the telephone. He
was told that the Honduran Catholic
relief worker who had been his guide and
had become his close friend at the camp
had been assassinated shortly after he
left.

The Maryknoll nun | spoke of earller
said that El Salvador is not an isolated
horror story but part of a worldwide
pattern including Korea, Africa, Guate-
mala, Poland and many other nations. |
know of no PCUS missionaries who have
sought out these confrontations or whoare

agitating for revolution. But as these
notes indicate, everywhere our mission-
aries are, they are getting caught up with
the people in their hopes and dreams and
lives. And so much of that life today is
violent, an assault by totalitarian govern-
ments of right or left. When your friends
and Christian coworkers are carted off to
jail as ours have been, when your
neighbors and your students are shot in
front of your eyes as ours have been,
when you attend 24 funerals in a single
day as [ have done—you are involved.
This involvement is not politics; it is
gospel. As eyewitnesses, we feel it is
urgent that we share what we have seen
and experienced. There is no way our
government can respond properly if it
doesn't have the facts; neither can our
church work or pray effectively if it
doesn't know the truth. Telling what we
have seen is not “talking politics™; it is
giving testimony to the universal nced
for the gospel.

Martha Huntley is a PCUS missionary
and journalist working part-time for
Survey as a missionary-in-residence with
the Mission Board staff.

2. Beyond Gwangju, Beyond Borders



e P EPEE R PEE R B CR L= Y
(@) L
%7(:)] = 11’5] O:I ]\_] ~ (‘Lﬂi ]:H Linda Jones arranging materials to donate to the Korea Democracy Foundation

v 5tk ke Kool Az share] Q1 a7
MR 7] 70} chekt 2R

o AY)a kel A oo W

Bl 5 o ¥ A4 NGO= =& o= Aol el AAfste] o] ol 7t

Transnational Connection

As rallies and political activities were banned by martial law, NGOs and civic groups sought

other supporters outside Korea. They disseminated information about the status of human
rights and politics in Korea through established networks and tried to put pressure on the

Korean government via international organizations and other governments.

Such efforts were made around the U.S. and Japan, both had a greater influence on the Korean
government, as well as in Europe which showed a keen interest in human rights and the
improvement of politics in developing countries. In particular Protestants and Catholics were
highly involved in these issues. Bringing together their members and their trust in solidarity,
these religious communities provided a foundation for transnational connection and activities

to continue and grow.

Pressure groups and NGOs in the U.S. and Canada also extended a number of activities to

92 2835 9o, I8 dol 93 2. Beyond Gwangju, Beyond Borders



promote human rights and support political development in Korea. These organizations

enthusiastically engaged in uncovering the true facts of the Gwangju Uprising, concealed by

the dictatorship and press censorship, as well as cases of human rights violations in Korea.

They called for human rights and the improvement of politics in Korea by pressing not only
the Korean government but also the U.S. government and Congress as well as international

organizations like the UN and human rights NGOs including Amnesty International.
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NORTH AMERICAN COALITION FOR HU
BOX 68 110 MARYLAND AVE NE
WASHINGTON DC 20002

CHURCH COMMITTEE
ON
HUMAN RIGHTS
AR DY ONER L IN ASIA

1729 LUNT AVE
DES PLAINES IL 60018

4=0492718135 05/14/80 1CS IPMMTZZ CSP CGBB
2025464304 MGM TDMT WASHINGTON DC 105 05=14 0238P EST

5700 S. WOODLAWN AVENUE CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60637
312/643-7111 OR 815/756-9335

May 21, 1980

STREET DEMONSTRATIONS INVOLVING 30,000 STUDENTS FROM 19 SEOUL
UNIVERSITIES ARE UNDERWAY SINCE MAY 14 AFTERNOON (LOCAL TIME)
DEMANDING IMMEDIATE LISTING OF MARTIAL LAN AND RESIGNATION OF GENERAL
CHON TOO=WHAN, SITUATION CRITICAL, ONLY PROMPT ENDING OF MARTIAL LAW
WILL PREVENT RAPID ESCALATION TOWARD WIDESPREAD CIVIL STRIFE AND
BLOODSHED, STRONGLY URGE YOU 7O MOBILIZE TELEGRAM CAMPAIGN 7O ~

SECRETARIES OF DEFENSE AND STATE AS WELL AS HOUSE AND SENATE FOREIGN Dear Voice of the People:

RELATIONS AND ARMED SERVICES COMMITTEES, ASKING FOR U,8, TO EXERT

MAXIMUM PRESSURE ON ROK TO END MARTIAL LAW AND ALLOW DEMOCRATIZATION As the south Korean military wipes out the vestiges of civilian rule in south Korea
T0 PROCEED : - - end institutes a reign of terror and death, the U.S. State Department responds by

PEGGY BILLINGS PHARIS MARVEY NACHRK 58 t is "deeply disturbed". Secretary of State Edmund Muskie released a
message of concern over General Chon, Doo-Whan's crackdown, but went on to say,
14340 EST "I realize that I could make a stronger statement than that, but I don't think it
would be useful &t this point". It makes one wonder how many Koreans will die at
MGMCOMP MGM the hands of U.S. trained and equipped Korean police and soldiers before the U.S.

government thinks it's "useful" to take substantive measures to stop the murder
and bloodshed that we, by our lack of resolve, are permitting to continue. Only
when we back up our chastizing with concrete actions, such as refusing to supply
any more military aid until martial law is lifted and democratization is allowed to
proceed, will the Korean military leaders take us seriously.

== This angry outburst against the military take-over has been built on three decades

n, torture, imprisonment, and murder of human rights activists. After
ie assassination of Park, Chung-Hee, there were hopes that a new government would
actually allow the long-sought desire for a democratic government to materialize. But,
under the direction of Gen. Chon, Doo-Whan, the draconian Emergency Decrees promulgated
by the last regime have been replaced by equally repressive Martial Law Decrees. And,
although there were promises for free elections, no definite timetable has been set and
south Koreans can easily see that their hopes and desires for democracy will con-
tinue to be squelched. Gen. Chon's continuing rationale for the postponement of,
nose elections is based on his claim of north Korean provocations, although even
ident Carter announced there are no signs that north Koreans are preparing for
attack.

an

South Korea joins the long list of countries--Chile, Nicaragua, El Salvador and others--
where U.§. foreign policy has neglected the aspirations of the people to decide their
own future in favor of our own desires for military security and economic expansion.

In the end, we will lose not only the respect of the people worldwide for our lack of
ort for democracy, which we claim to.represent, but also the support of U.S. citizens
increasingly see the contradiction of support for the forces of oppression

nstead of freedom. si 3 i Qe v
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Jovce W ; =

Linda Jones and . Overton
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‘Seditious’ Materials

While news of the Gwangju Uprising quickly spread overseas through international media

coverage, the local scene in Korea was entirely different. After the ten-day uprising was

repressed by government forces, hundreds of people were arrested. Deep and fearful silence
obscured the meaning of the democratic uprising for years even though some stories about
Gwangju were secretly passed around. In the 1980s, the government suppressed publishers and

printers, and frequently made surprise inspections of bookshops, churches, student union rooms

in universities, and civic group offices. It seized ‘seditious’ materials concerning Gwangju. Chun

Doo-hwan'’s dictatorial regime severely restricted freedom of the press. =gt o] 2 AL oFa]y] 95 oA lEg o] B o =2l ubsle)l AR PR gt
gol g9l e)= 1980 6d Mg=Alefof whet A& aEsto], 4= oo whals
It was not easy to publicly discuss the issues of Gwangju at that time even in the academic skl B 77 5ok g ANlE o] =3 AN AGAlE ot =R o] %o =
world outside Korea. There were many political commentators, scholars and friendly foreign CEFRIE AR R O s FE R ARIAR R 2 vl @ EHo] 2 S A AGUAL, ARAlS o] Al
forces who paid close attention to human rights violations by the military junta in Korea. e Wit 22 ol AR Ee v Hle B olgwe] wEit:
golge el A G hERae]e 2e e &

However, since no Teliable” explanations for the Uprising were available, the false narrative

alleged by the junta gained credibility for the sake of convenience. Even so, no law, threat, or o T o WAL 2|5 TX}XPOH A 2 AbAA A To.9] 1bo] BhA o,

violence could enforce utter silence. A=t
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Belling the Cat

Since its publication in 1985, Beyond Death, Beyond the Darkness of the Age has been one of the
most trustworthy reports concerning the Gwangju Uprising. Lee Jae-eui, the author of the

book, once described the fear and dread that he had felt while writing the first draft:

“By taking up the secret plan, I had to risk another arrest, more torture, more
time in prison. My mind was paralyzed with fear. My wife would be fired from
work, and our marriage would be ruined; I could even be arrested, tortured,
and killed. I nearly balked.”

He had to move his base often to avoid surveillance while collecting materials with his
colleagues and writing. He covered every window of his room with blankets in order to prevent
typewriter sounds from escaping. He even made a secret code to communicate with his family

in case of a raid by the authorities.

100 37142 e 2r]Ao]: Fdo] ol
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Interview with Lee Jae-eui (2019)
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In fact, in May 1985, all the printed pages were seized just before they were to be bound into
books. The head of the publishing house and the person whose name was on the cover as the
representative author were arrested. The sale of the book was prohibited and only became

possible in 1987.

ol o], F R A A F3E dol, A9 o] F& 9el4(1999, UCLA), 12%
Lee Jae-eui, Kwangju Diary: Beyond Death, Beyond the Darkness of the Age (1999, UCLA), p.12.
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“When I decided to write a report on the Kwangju Uprising in January
1985, the Chun Doo Hwan military regime was still deadly. All
political meetings were banned; many people were arrested without
warrants and later found dead. Any publication criticizing the Chun
Doo Hwan regime was completely banned. Of course, “the truth
about the Kwangju Uprising” was told in an incomplete and distorted
way. Given the conditions, documenting the uprising was like belling
a cat.”

— Lee Jae-eui, “Author’s Preface to the English Edition,” Kwangju Diary: Beyond Death,
Beyond the Darkness of the Age (1999)
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An Odpyssey to Truth, The Beginning:
The Publication of Beyond Death,
Beyond the Darkness of the Age

The effort to document the Gwangju Uprising only began in the end of 1980. Chung Yonghwa,
Jo Bonghun and So Junseop were among those who led the initial work. They searched for
any existing materials which could help them to grasp the events as fully as possible. The
materials included personal notes and diaries, photographs, medical charts, trial records and
so on. Martial law was lifted in March 1981 and subsequently those who had been imprisoned
for the Uprising were released in early April. It gave fresh momentum to collecting evidence.
Testimonies from survivors and eyewitnesses were of great help in better understanding what

had happened during the Uprising.

"zlo]xl 71 = | G ol (1980)x} ©+38 1 (1989)
nd a book of The Torn Flag (1989)

Leaflets (1980) a
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Gwangju Report: The First Report on the Uprising Written in Gwangju, 1980 (2018)
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The Youth Association for Democracy Movement South Jeolla was founded in November 8%

1984. Chung Yonghwa and Jeong Sangyong set up a mission to shed light on the truth of what P : Sl

Ju

actually had happened in Gwangju. They also intended to publish a book about the Gwangju

anniversary of the Gwangju Uprising, they aimed to publish the book by May 1985. Lee Jae-

|
Uprising as Chung Yonghwa was covertly keeping useful material. To coincide with the 5th } iy ek b¥ ’ - ‘ Ao el
i k ’ i ‘ ) 2 s ). 358 2 /’w ule

eui was responsible for writing the main text and his friend Cho Yanghoon assisted him. . ; T ;/ e et
Eventually, they embarked on the process of writing Beyond Death, Beyond the Darkness of | e *{‘/‘ = A ] 7 / f ' AN =y e el
the Age. ‘ = ‘ | %

Their writing was secretly undertaken in both of their homes. Their colleagues at Chonnam

National University helped out with various things and many other people financially T

supported them. Moreover, the oral testimonies of eyewitnesses who Lee and Cho met in 8 -

order to check facts breathed life into the book.
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“Every time we interviewed, people cried. Everyone cried - none
finished their stories without bursting into tears. They knew it was
unjust and unfair. They were touched by the fact that there was

someone listening to them and documenting their stories. They

barely imagined they would have an opportunity to talk about the
events. We received great encouragement and support. They wished

us success in this project. We often cried together with them, [...] so it

was not easy to meet more than one person in a single day.”

— Interview with Lee Jae-eui (2019)

— ZE TR (R T} o] A 9] 7hE(2.2%) (1986)

Cho Yanghoon with family (left) and Lee Jae-eui with family (right) (1986)
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The original draft of Beyond Death, Beyond the Darkness of the Age (1985)
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The original draft of Beyond Death, Beyond the Darkness of the Age (1985)
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Maps used for the first edition of Beyond Death, Beyond the Darkness of the Age (1985)
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“I wrote in a notebook in the beginning. I repeatedly wrote and
rewrote. It was risky to keep any handwritten documents. So, we
typed it all out. Do you know manual typewriters? They make a
typical sound, tak, tak, tak. That could have caused a problem.

Because the sound could be heard in a neighboring house through

my windows. | covered all of the windows in my room with blankets.”

— Interview with Cho Yanghoon (2019)
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“After listening to them and reading records, I drew two axes on the
other sides of a good-sized calendar, one for time and the other for
place. I first put Chonnam National University on the place axis, then
the square of the Provincial Office, the outskirts of Gwangju, as well
as nearby cities like Damyang, Haenam, Mokpo. [...] Then how could
we deliver our story and make it accessible to more people? I thought
maps might help. We said wed put in maps only when describing

important moments.”

— Interview with Cho Yanghoon (2019)

117 3. An Odyssey to Truth: Beyond Death, Beyond the Darkness of the Age



"ol Yol s Z 3ol ZTHE (1985)

27 19854 49 Zo] 2T ol Y BAlE b A LA A17E3ich 2o
} - - o7 . o T . ) - /\ > . The original draft and the first edition book of Beyond Death, Beyond the Darkness of
7 AL 2R FTAE 22E A9 20 SR 2 AT ol B the Ae (1985
sflof k. A= ZulSTAE RGotH o] 232 Y2 Yt 49 Feol= 24
7h g41oo] UpAlTh, AL EolE §nE Al o2 mE YA §74 43 P e
31, ol At D w o] HPshs e A Hlek 198519 59 209, T o] bl gl Apmnd o
- 0 205 ] AR b aHd 34 foop — 77
o]z mh Y Al he A Sl9ic ARt
i tHho0 (3576 L )
/’/!V NV52 2w 20 27 «
“E7rE Apubat A G 2 AP B2 2vt B2 TR sk 24 G : v R
Hohsh b A APRE 57 2ol ARATh 18 il Tdol ol 2uhe : / -
ol 7] cabel w SpA] B uae] sA] Abejol A A Fel W EH %3, s
e o) ’q )a 3 > ; - -
W) £4 = Rejuzkeh 2o 2 sle) daronw el 2 A i o
e 4 152 % LR
ol A Zef el 7} o] FF A v =427} Sk o] 2ol A B w2 AR G o i
FAgo] Bis 7k 2 A%l en], B4 ZA o] Ao] Tz o A
ARAG B} 2PN AVEE A Ak A e
A" %1%
— oA e, A V1= BHE AL, TS "ol A ofw& dels (2017) PETTIN f
2909 4l i Aph o
i B4l 2 o] A 2 W) LY :
The final draft was completed in early April 1985. The only remaining issue was who would be B
the author of the book. Obviously, the publisher as well as the author would be in trouble when
the book was published. Lee Jae-eui who had just got married would need to be protected. Na
Byeongsik, the CEO of the publishing house Pulbit Books, resolved to take responsibility for 7
the publication. In mid-April, Hwang Sok-yong, a well-known novelist, volunteered to be the , AT

(o 2222 £a8l: sl 5i0l))

author. He copied the whole typed text into his notebook by hand. He added subtitles to the

main text and wrote the preface and introduction. Beyond Death, Beyond the Darkness of the Age
Sa9idslol 24
eventually came out on May 20, 1985. il ol
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publisher Na Byeongsik were immediately arrested. In the meantime, first edition
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copies of the book were distributed with a blank cover, even without the proper

it was covertly sold at bookstores around universities and became a bestseller. W SAHBE e ge A7) deltot, dA2 2k 4
. . . i AHESI g2 A 3 oful 3T AN Ay
In this process, not only bookstore owners got into trouble but also a considerable SN ol Ugel 2527 A & BeketD ol 3

number of people who had the book were interrogated by the police.”

— Lee Jae-eui, “An Alternative History of the Uprising Records,” the revised edition of
Beyond Death, Beyond the Darkness of the Age (2017)
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The Legacy of the Gwangju Uprising:
The June Uprising of 1987

The anger that gradually boiled over at the Gwangju Uprising fanned the flames and gave

rise to the June Uprising in 1987. Significantly, Gwangju provided an important impetus and

rallying point for grassroots movements which would decisively influence political renewal in O LI T RIER B P PARSE R ES RSS2 JEPARST
post-war Korea. o HWy: 20074 6% 252
“In the 1980s, protests for democracy were active and the Gwangju Uprising 64 WIFFA 20712 7'dsto] 2007 dof Wrbe wlS=oh2-F 7] 5 AR
was an inspiration for these activities. Commemorating the Uprising every FEEH ANE S AP ARIZIASS 1A, Ade Y, 4%, &5 5ol FIT
. . . . . ' Zlo U Ao e U 6d3Aof o] 27| 7HA] A& 2] 2 ¥
May, university students firmed their resolutions to fight for democracy.” A0IE 1980 "M ef & H 1987 6l o 271702 Ak =i of ] A<, vl =it
5U SolA ool A el Al9] ARl E o] A Atk AR Als 2 198749 6H WA o
— Seo Jungseok, 60 Years of Modern History of Korea (2007) 19804 FFFA] AU FH o2 xddskal A
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“The bloody uprising in Gwangju in May 1980 seemed to end in failure.
However, blood and tears that soaked into the soil of the isolated Gwangju
was not wasted. The vision for democracy was marvelously resurrected seven
years later. [...] Citizens on the streets in June 1987 shouting “Overthrow
Dictatorship!” were different from those who witnessed the tragic events in
Gwangju seven years earlier. People on the streets in June 1987 were not at
all afraid of the dictator even though rumors about martial law were being

circulated.”

— Ryu Sichun, “The June Uprising Moves Forward,” Writing the June Uprising (2007)
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J—';l‘7’] 7%] }\].T?_‘ ‘?’] ?_1‘ _li.‘.avlﬂ 34‘ ‘T"LT 1o Wall posters informing people of the enactment of the “Special Act on the May
Democratization Movement, etc.” (November 24, 1995)
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Justice for the Past and the Gwangju Uprising

Having gone through some tough times - the Japanese occupation, the Korean War and
military dictatorship, as well as democratization - Korean society has investigated state
violence and violations of human rights and tried to correct the injustices of the past. In
dealing with the legacy of past as part of modern and contemporary history, the government
has adopted various strategies. In the beginning, examination and punishment were given full
prominence, then later, reparation became central. Since the inauguration of the Roh Moo-

hyun government, the approach to such issues has mainly been through ‘truth commissions’.

At the heart of these projects was the Gwangju Uprising. The very first state-led attempt to
redress past injustice since democratization, it got the full attention of the people. Relevant
laws and policies were enacted, and the Gwangju Uprising has become a model for all other

projects concerning the truth of the past ever since.
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Five Demands on the Resolution of Issues
Surrounding Gwangju

It is noteworthy that five clear demands surrounding the ‘Gwangju issues” were set out by
civic society in the early 1990s: establishment of the facts; punishment of those responsible;
compensation for injury; restoration of honor; and commemorative projects. These five
demands provided the guidelines for later campaigns to ensure the prosecution of those
responsible for their wrongdoing. Also, these demands are in line with the global efforts to
define the standards that a state must meet when taking action in respect of violations of

human rights committed in the past.

Correcting the false narrative of the struggles for democracy as a rebellion by a mob of
agitators, which had been maintained by the dictatorship, civic society succeeded in pressing
the government to accept those five demands for the resolution of the ‘Gwangju issue’. What
made this possible was nothing other than the citizens themselves who made every effort to

collect and produce evidence through a fact-finding survey and research.

IT‘;J-KA]UIAI_Q_]_,]M;:A]_ ;J-Xn]_é.ol-xﬂ Zg./g_o_g_j (1988)
A Survey of Social Awareness of Gwangju Citizens with respect to the Gwangju Uprising
(1988)
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Thought Movement, the first issue (1989)

Resistance and Meditation (1989)
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Complete Collection of Historical Records of the Gwangju Uprising (1990)
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Materials used for the book Complete Collection of Historical Records of the Gwangju
Uprising: personal information cards and manuscripts of oral testimonies (1989)
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Gwangju Hearings and Trials

The ‘Gwangju Hearing' in 1988 was a turning point in telling the truth about the Uprising.
However, the hearing failed to show how it began, who ordered the troops to fire on citizens,

and how many were victimized. It only confirmed the shamelessness of those perpetrators.

After the hearing came to what many saw as a meaningless conclusion, civic society, led
by survivors of the Uprising, began to take legal action to identify and punish the key
perpetrators of the massacre. These actions gained tremendous support across the country
and were followed by national efforts to take the perpetrators to court. On December 21, 1995,
the National Assembly enacted the “Special Act on the May Democratization Movement, etc.
which ensured suspension of “the Prescription for Public Prosecution, etc. against Crimes
Disrupting Constitutional Order committed on or around December 12, 1979 and May 18,
1980". Under the terms of this special act, two former presidents, Chun Doo-hwan and Roh

Tae-woo stood before the court on August 26, 1996.
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Local Culture 1: National Reality and Local Campaign (1985)
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On April 18, 1997 the Supreme Court ruled that the December 12 incident had been a military e —‘ R 4“[‘ JChN ) ) B
Operation Chungjeong and the Gwangju Uprising (1989)

coup d’état and the suppression of the Gwangju Uprising had constituted a military rebellion

and murder. Through the three-year long trial from 1995, it was legally established that the

real ‘mob’ in May 1980 was not the citizens but the new military junta and martial law army.
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Collected Materials on the May 18 Gwangju Uprising (1988)
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The May 18 Democratization Movement Series (1997-2014)
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History of 5-18 Democratic Uprising (2001)
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Guns and Power: 140 Thousand Pages of Testimony from the Gwangju Uprising Investigation (1999)
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The Gwangju Uprising: Documentary 1980 (1990)
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Memory and History of the Gwangju Uprising in Oral History 1 (2006) Memory and History of the Gwangju Uprising in Oral History 9 (2019)
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Gwangju, The Day, photographs by Hwang Jonggeon and Kim Nyeongman (1994) Gwangju Speaks: The May 18 Democratic Uprising and the June Democratic Uprising
with a Photographer’s Eye, photographs by Shin Bokjin (2006)
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Angle and Eyes, photographs by Na Kyung-taek (2007) o177 AP A Fagd mhef epshy (2008)

A 28-Year Promise: The May 18 Democratic Uprising in Gwangju, photographs
by Lee Chang-sung (2008)
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Photographs by Na Kyung-taek
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Distortion and the Truth of the Gwangju Democratization Movement (2012)
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Revision of Beyond Death, Beyond the Darkness of the Age

“Forces that benefited under the old regime first of all dragged ‘North Korea’

into the discussion of the Gwangju Uprising in order to damage the democratic

value of the uprising, a method often used by the ruling class as a means

O Aol 58, oA, e
of causing ideological dispute. [...] [They] repeatedly distort the truth of the o W 20124 29 202
democratic uprising, claiming that it was nothing other than a rebellion o W3 5-187|'d Ak
against the public authority by a mob who were North Korean special military
. . . sz 3R 0 } HE] 23 Z o HAau o] ¢ e
forces or conspirators obeying commands from North Korea. [...] Irrational FFRAL A WY YA S AREE e et 50 Yol HEo R
N . . . S o] Sk A S Brolel = o] A1 =s] Qglal 11 Aa ofu] el Aol FPA
distortion and perversion of the facts of the Gwangju Uprising were rampant.
MFSL O R B YL WA, 2 A 2 BHAAE o) F Beglol 9 Fohn
Biting our lips, we prepared for our fight and, meanwhile, the ‘Candlelight ks A7) oo At} 2010d o Zuboll el o] 22, Pl Aol Tt o =53} Hsh
Revolution” proceeded.” £ 7} o] ] 104 ol = 41 7het ARHelo) o & & Lhehilz shute] AR % 4 9l
— Hwang Sok-yong, “Once Again Beyond Darkness,” the revised edition of Beyond Death, .
— 5-187|d Ak 7] 5
Beyond the Darkness of the Age (2017)
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The new junta suppressed the Gwangju Uprising, labeling it as riots by agitators backed by _ o
, ‘ ‘ . _ . The revised edition of Beyond Death, Beyond the Darkness of the Age (2017)
North Korea, after which Gwangju had to endure the stigma of being associated with North

Korea for a long time. It was under these circumstances that Beyond Death, Beyond the Darkness

of the Age was published to suggest an alternative narrative of objectivity by presenting AR, Y e T
. . .. . . £ 3 R Ay A N i 23500 ,a% iy
collective memory from anonymous individuals. It went against the state who dominated all AT SRR At %%i% 30-
R RBA T e ‘%‘%rb" SRR

power structures from investigative and legal to the press. In 2014, the authors of the book once
again gathered to overcome darkness since distortion and disparagement of the uprising were

still occurring. The tough fight for truth and justice concerning Gwangju has not ended yet.
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Members of the publication committee for the revised edition of Beyond Death, Beyond

the Darkness of the Age (2014)
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“A repetitive distortion and mockery of the Uprising was often
circulated on the Internet around 2010. I felt the urgent need to
inform the public of the real truth and to counter these views. It was
natural to decide to publish a revised edition of the book. Then who
is going to make the revised edition? We thought we would. We had
worked on the first edition. In 2014, twelve of us set up a publication
committee for the revised edition of Beyond Death, Beyond the

Darkness of the Age and met regularly.”

— Interview with Jun Yongho (2019)
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“The Gwangju Uprising is a historically significant event that allowed
democracy to take root in Korea, right? It took courage to do the
right thing and to risk our lives for justice. The circumstances made
us think a lot about courage. It was achieved through the sublime
courage shown by those hundreds and thousands of people who

joined together to defend justice.”

— Interview with Jun Yongho (2019)

— A5 AR 4 (2019)

Interview with Jun Yongho (2019)
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Epilogue:
Records Speak and Remember
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The Gwangju Uprising was a definitive event in the development of democracy in
Korea and the repairing of past injustices. The memory of Gwangju inspired not only
the democratization movement against the military junta which had trampled on
innocent citizens and seized power, but also campaigns to correct the unjust heritage
of past events including the brutal massacre, and for the rewriting of history. At the
core of these activities, there have been fierce struggles for memories and records to

be preserved to remember and honor the spirit of the Gwangju Uprising.

Bringing together fragmentary records from citizens and recalling the day vividly,
Beyond Death, Beyond the Darkness of the Age links the past, present and future to a

narrative of democracy and human rights. And it questions what is true.
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Telling the Truth: Beyond Death, Beyond the Darkness of the Age
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Death, Beyond the Darkness of the Age, first edition (1985)
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O Author: The South Jeolla Council for Social Movements and Hwang Sok-yong
O Publisher: Pulbit Books (Hong Seok)
O Publication Date: May 20, 1985

The title ‘Beyond Death, Beyond the Darkness of the Age’ is derived from a poem A Song of Rebirth
by the Korean poet Moon Byung-ran. This edition is subtitled ‘Records of the May Gwangju

People’s Uprising as appears on the title page. The back cover features an extract from the
preface.

The foreword was written by Jeon Gye-ryang, who was the president of the South Jeolla Council
for Social Movements, and the preface by Hwang Sok-yong, named as an author of the book.

This book consists of four chapters - Surging Waves of History; Five Days of Blood and Tears;

e
p 1!

Gwangju, Gwangju, Gwangju; The End and A New Beginning - which are divided again into

b fourteen parts with sixty-seven subheadings.
The book narrates how the Gwangju Uprising began after the assassination of the former dictator
Park Chung-hee on October 26, 1979. It also gives an account of the ten-day long battle and of
the efforts made by citizens to inform the world of the severe injuries they had received. The
names of citizens dead, injured and arrested are included as an appendix. Eighteen maps show
key reference points and the routes citizens had taken during the struggles. It is 318 pages long.
The first editions, hidden in storage at the Hongje Catholic Church, were mostly seized by the

authorities who labeled them seditious.

— Collection of the May 18 Archives

164

o
i3
o
i3
ol
e
itlo
i)
_QL
rlr
ofo
N,

165 Telling the Truth: Beyond Death, Beyond the Darkness of the Age



EHETE53-2do] A o F2 Hols(1985)

- 0 Aol AdAte] &5 H 9], &A1Y
Beyond Death, Beyond the Darkness of the Age, first edition (1985) o o] T A
- - O T
o g 19859 59 204
O MW mAET EY

CRERE

i
)
I
)
rlo
o

)

P

rH

e

©

£

=)

)

S

d

=)

2y

N

N

>

il

low

N

He

N,

RIS

>

L
i
rel

S~
-

by
N
S
— =
32
(o o
)
>
o
al
o
2
32
v

o ox
ooy
lo
el
i)
R
W T
lo
L
N
o
(i
o

iy
2
ool

e Ef
e,
)

~N
=

o 32k
2
o

@ o

=

=

ot 2w o2
!
)
ik
=
A
=
o
2
N
>
flo
el |
)
ro,
2
2
o)

o \I'rO
Pt
-0,
2
T
N
)
=
Y
1%
~
>
N

o
o
0,
il
=
[
N

{

g M
¢

o2

ot

o il 2

=)

ylo

=
L

<

o e

oy

oo b mo mx pE El ofl

) 2

2

i ]

k

i
NI

o,

=

ot

e

Juf

o

Lo

ro

i

A

o

St

r)V

LN

r'l

lo

KU

juith

2

N

N

)

>

N

97

o

o
o
wul
[
°
2
1o
-
iy
rlo
:P
()
(@)
S
(e
o
2,

O Author: The South Jeolla Council for Social Movements and Hwang Sok-yong
O Publisher: Pulbit Books (Hong Seok)
O Publication Date: May 20, 1985

This book was produced after most of copies of the first edition had been seized. Similar to the
previously published edition, the front cover with a white background includes the title, the
authors (editor and writer) and the publisher.

Kim Myoung-in who was the chief editor of the Pulbit Books recounts how the publication process
was handled to ensure security around the content of the book. Copy-editing, proofreading and
even binding had to be done overnight. Although the former books had been mostly seized, it
seems that some extra film negatives for printing remained.

In fact, when the previous first editions were published, the local printing technology was in

T
P!

transition from letterpress to offset printing” as well as to electronic typesetting.”* The price of
this edition in 1985 was about § 4.60.

* Offset printing

Type was assembled by photographing characters, then under the direction of the editor, galleys of type were
pasted onto layout boards to make a full page. This fully laid-out page was again photographed to make a plate
for offset printing.

** Electronic typesetting

Electronic typesetting uses a ‘word processor’ to compose texts on light-sensitive paper or film.

— Private Collection
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O Author: The South Jeolla Council for Social Movements and Hwang Sok-yong
O Publisher: Pulbit Books (Hong Seok)
O Publication Date: May 20, 1985

Most readers would have encountered this edition. Compared to previous editions, the big title
on the front cover is a distinctive feature. The subtitle ‘Records of the May Gwangju People’s
Uprising’ is also on the front cover. The extract from the preface by Hwang Sok-yong which was
central on the back cover in the other edition, now appears in the upper left. The book cover, in
dark green, has flaps.

Inner page design is the same as previous ones. But the death roll was removed, and the South
Jeolla Council for Social Movements and Hwang Sok-yong, who were named as ‘author” in the
imprint page of the earlier editions, appear as ‘editors.” This edition has been out of print since
2017.

— Collection of Seoul Metropolitan Archives
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O Author: The South Jeolla Council for Social Movements and Hwang Sok-yong
O Publisher: Pulbit Books (Hong Seok)
O Publication Date: May 20, 1985

The news concerning the massacre of citizens and the brutality of the military government in
Gwangju was released earlier in Germany than in Korea. Korean residents in Germany were all
shocked by what the local German press reported. Korean communities in Frankfurt, Berlin, and
the Ruhr held commemorative events every May. They tried to inform people about the Gwangju
Uprising, broadcasting films shot in Gwangju in 1980 by the German reporter Jiirgen Hinzpeter.
This edition was only distributed in Germany. According to Yang Youngmi who was a student in
Germany at that time, a first edition was sent to Gottingen sometime that winter - it was the same year
as its publication. Oh Sejong and Lee Moonho along with other colleagues secretly made copies
of the book in a local print shop near Harz, which they then distributed. They did not decide on a
price for the book, and all shared the production cost by contributing as much as they could.

The inside pages were made by photocopying the seized first edition. Six photos capturing
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the Gwangju Uprising come before the table of contents, which has been jumbled up with the

foreword. The cover design was done by Gang Hyeonok who was an art student in Marburg. The

‘Association of European Supporters for the May 18 Gwangju People’s Uprising’ is named on the

front cover, and details of the publication have been typewritten on the other side of the back

cover.

Printing and Distribution: The Association of European Supporters for the May
Gwangju People’s Uprising Memorial and Commemorative Projects
Contact: Postfach-Nr 3106 3400 Gottingen
Bank Account Details: Name: “Kwang-Ju”
Bank: Dresdner Bank
BLZ: 260 800 24%
Konto-Nr,: 921 609 101

— Collection of Seoul Metropolitan Archives
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Records of the May Gwangju People’s Uprising, Japanese edition (1985)
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O Translator: Memorial Association for the Gwangju Uprising
O Publisher: Japan Catholic Council for Justice and Peace, Women’s Society of Saint Paul in Japan
O Publication Date: October 21, 1985

This edition is entitled Records of the May Gwangju People’s Uprising and subtitled Beyond Death,
Beyond the Darkness of the Age. As in the Korean editions, the South Jeolla Council for Social
Movements is named as an editor with Hwang Sok-yong as a writer in the title page. The table
of contents, the other pages and maps are no different from the Korean editions, except for the
additional commemorative messages from the Memorial Association for the Gwangju Uprising
and from Nobuo Soma, who was the bishop of Nagoya and the president of Japan Catholic Council
for Justice and Peace.

The front cover shows a photo of a victim’s family grieving. On the back are images of the Citizens’
Army, the martial law army suppressing protesters, and detailed street maps around MBC and the
Labor Office where the overnight battle took place on May 20, 1980. Every chapter begins with a
photo vividly describing what was happening. Unlike the Korean editions, the names of the dead,
injured and arrested are not included here. This edition is 238 pages.

What is unique about this Japanese edition compared to the others is its format. It is vertical
writing, so the characters are written in columns going from top to bottom and the columns are

ordered from right to left. However, the pages are ordered from left to right.

— Collection of Lee Jae-eui
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Beyond Death, Beyond the Darkness of the Age 2:
The May Gwangju People’s Uprising in Photographs (1987)
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O Author: The South Jeolla Council for Social Movements
O Publisher: The South Jeolla Council for Social Movements
O Publication Date: May 1, 1987

First editions published in 1985 had few readers because they were mostly seized by the
authorities and distribution was prohibited. The South Jeolla Council for Social Movements
attempted to publish a collection of photographs documenting the Uprising, however it was
difficult at that time.

This edition begins with the sentence “This book is dedicated to two thousand souls of Gwangju”
alongside portraits of eighteen victims. The book offers an account of the circumstances
surrounding Gwangju before and after the Uprising through about 260 photos.

The nine chapters include various materials used during the Uprising - leaflets, songs, news
articles, and details of victims.

On the last page of the book, the author wrote: “This book does not fully describe what happened.
Our activities in collecting photos and materials have been restricted. We will do it again when a

bright future arrives.” This edition was distributed for free.

— Donation from the May 18 Memorial Foundation
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Kwangju Diary: Beyond Death, Beyond the Darkness of the Age, English edition (1999)
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UCLA Asian Pacific Monograph Series

University of California, Los Angeles
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O Author: Lee Jae-eui

O Translator: Seol Kap-su, Nick Mamatas

O Publisher: University of California, Los Angeles
O Publication Date: 1999

This edition, published in 1999, is in the Asian Pacific Monograph Series of University of
California, Los Angeles (UCLA).

Lee Jae-eui is named as the author on the cover which features a photo taken by Norman Thorpe,
a reporter for the Asia Wall Street Journal at that time.

The contents include a list of maps, acknowledgement, translator’s note, the author’s preface to
the English edition, and an introduction by Bruce Cumings. Similar to the Korean editions, this
edition consists of four chapters which chronicle the Gwangju Uprising with dates, from the
earliest stage to the final battle. Tim Shorrok provides an eyewitness account of the Uprising in
his essay “Kwangju Diary: The View from Washington” included in this edition.

In addition to 15 situational street maps - 3 less than in the previous Korean editions as nos. 2,
6 and 11 have been removed -, maps of Korea and the city of Gwangju were included in order to

help overseas readers with the geography. It is 172 pages in total.

— Donation from the May 18 Memorial Foundation
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Beyond Death, Beyond the Darkness of the Age, revised edition (2017)

=

RS
g G-
:

xtu!
o

Changbi Publishers

o
=

H o] (2017)

O Ao gAY, ol o], HE%

O §&ol: BTk 57 Ad 2]
O Hol: 7 -

o Wy 2017¢ 59 15

O WL ()]

20170] L& 7 bl .
2T ge] A1 wel T ate] S Alak HAol Yol ol A3 whA e, el
A& A0 7 AR o] glek 59 182 o|419] A%, 59 182 e ol 242l 59 277}

A A7t olopr], il gAY o] 5 meke] IA|E T HE-S 1570 AAH O R o] 7]
%okl QU 2ol A= A =k AR A Tl = AR EE 23R o] Qi)

B BUE AT FE S s Hoda, A HEE B 10947E2] 5187 F 35 o) 2
= AA7F 2 E o] Qi 24 b, 7heY 919 32579 Wk Ha B Ay W g 4
9] 518535 AP A A EE ELAL Utk & 603F 00, = A & 24 Yo R
T 7=l

O Author: Hwang Sok-yong, Lee Jae-eui, Jun Yongho
O Editor: Gwangju Democracy Foundation

O Publisher: Changbi Publishers, Inc. (Kang Il-woo)
O Publication Date: May 15, 2017

This revised edition published in 2017 consists of three chapters: Surging Waves of History;
Gwangju, Gwangju, Gwangju; The End and A New Beginning. Under fifteen subheadings,
the book not only recreates the circumstances before the Uprising, and what really happened
between May 18 and 27 but also examines issues in the aftermath of the Uprising that needed to
be tackled. While first editions have only maps, this revised edition includes photos.

The units of the martial law army are named as an appendix, and a journal entitled “Ten Days:
The May 18 Democratization Movement with Timeline’ further illuminates the events. Some
notes have been added, the names of 325 members of the publication committee, references, and
maps of historical sites concerning the Gwangju Uprising are also part of this edition. This 603-

page book has a large-print version in two volumes.

— Collection of Seoul Metropolitan Archives
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Gwangju Diary: Beyond Death, Beyond the Darkness of the Age, English edition (2017)
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O Author: Lee Jae-eui

O Translator: Seol Kap-su, Nick Mamatas

O Publisher: The May 18 Memorial Foundation
O Publication Date: December 2017

The May 18 Memorial Foundation, which reserves copyright of the English edition of Beyond
Death, Beyond the Darkness of the Age, republished this English edition in 2017.

The inside pages are structured almost identically to the English edition published by UCLA
in 1999. This book also includes a list of maps, acknowledgement, translator’s note, the author’s
preface to the English edition, and an introduction by Bruce Cumings. The acknowledgement, the
introduction, and the essay by Tim Shorrok have all been slightly modified.

The front cover features the scene at the Assembly for Democracy on May 16, 1980 in the square
Beyond Death, of the Provincial Office. It shows a crowd of people, some holding torches. A review by James
Beyond the Darkness of the Age Fenton appears on the back cover. The spelling of Kwangju has changed to Gwangju. 163 pages in

total.

By Lee Jae-eui
Translated by Kap Su Seol and Nick Mamatas

— Donation from the May 18 Memorial Foundation
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Beyond Death, Beyond the Darkness of the Age, revised edition (hardcover) (2019)
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O Author: Hwang Sok-yong, Lee Jae-eui, Jun Yongho
O Editor: Gwangju Democracy Foundation

O Publisher: Changbi Publishers, Inc. (Kang Il-woo)
O Publication Date: May 15, 2019

The print work entitled Daedong Sesang (The Union World) 2 (1984) by the Korean artist Hong
Sung-dam appears on the front cover. The original woodblock print is in black and white, but this
edition has a new version colored red where the letters read ‘Viva Gwangju’ and ‘Fight to the End’.
Also the name of the city ‘Gwangju,” written in the bottom right in the original print, has been
replaced by ‘Records of the May Gwangju People’s Uprising,” which is the subtitle of the book.

In comparison with the revised edition of 2017, this book has two more pages, making it 605
pages in total, and two additional notes. Also, the publication committee has grown from 325 to

701 members.

— Collection of Seoul Metropolitan Archives
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Re-reading Beyond Death, Beyond the Darkness
of the Age from a Fresh Perspective

— Kim Myoung-in

Literary critic and Professor of Korean Language Education at Inha University, Korea

This year marks the 40th anniversary of the Gwangju Uprising. I was a twenty-two-year old

university student at that time and became a professor in my sixties not far off retirement.

Forty years is long enough to change many things in one’s life. But I have never felt they were

long years. Because what I experienced forty years ago endlessly recurs in my present life.

When T heard on the news that “the martial law army is repressing riots causing disturbance
in Gwangju,” [ was sitting on the back seat of a quiet bus which was driving along the street
in Seoul where martial law had been declared. I let out stifled sobs. It was around noon on

May 20, 1980. That noon still impacts my life as if it was today.

The event, which is called the Gwangju Incident, the Gwangju Massacre, and the Gwangju
People’s Uprising, now has another name ‘the Gwangju Democratization Movement.” It has
been inscribed on a giant memorial tower standing at a national cemetery. Every year the
government leads a memorial ceremony, and those involved in the Uprising and the victims
are honored and bestowed national merit. On the other hand, the truth of the massacre has
not been completely revealed. People who disappeared at that time are still missing and
those that constantly distort the meaning and denigrate the protesters are strutting around
in broad daylight. The new tomorrow, dreamt of and anticipated by those who died and
those who survived, has not yet emerged. If it was an incident, it is still ongoing; if it was a
massacre, the funeral has not finished; if it was an uprising, the Citizens” Army still cannot
lay down their guns; if it was a movement, a song from that day lingering on a repeat sign is

performed in a ceaseless round. I felt ashamed that I did not die with them and survived, and

I knew that T would have a lifelong burden of guilt over the fact that I did not stay with them.

Thus, the spirits of my city Gwangju have not yet been laid to rest, my gun has not been

surrendered, and my song has not ended.

The Seoul Metropolitan Archives has summoned the Gwangju through an exhibition
entitled {Telling the Truth: Beyond Death, Beyond the Darkness of the Age). Here, Beyond
Death, Beyond the Darkness of the Age is the title of a book published in 1985 and subtitled
Records of the May Gwangju People’s Uprising. This documentary book is a masterpiece written

by survivors from the bloody ten-day confrontation who, despite their traumas, faced the fear
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of death to document what had happened. There were a number of documents and materials
made by the rebels and victims opposing the false reports of the crackdown circulated by the
perpetrator: for instance, the Militants’ Bulletin produced and distributed in Gwangju during
the Uprising; reports and films by foreign correspondents such as Jiirgen Hinzpeter; articles
that had been left out of the news and unavailable to the public as well as other piecemeal
and sporadic handouts and reports. However, Beyond Death, Beyond the Darkness of the Age is
the first ever book to encompass all the records and carefully restore the entire scene of the
Gwangju Uprising, and the first to be openly distributed by an officially registered publishing
company. Hwang Sok-yong took responsibility for editing the records and source materials
collected by the South Jeolla Council for Social Movements. The book published by Pulbit
Books and officially qualified as a ‘commercial publication, firmly and fully re-examined all
sorts of rumors, rife with guesswork, and even a huge profusion of scandals about Gwangju.
It recounts the whole story sticking closely to the facts and thereby is still acknowledged
as the first monumental documentary concerning the Gwangju Uprising. Thus, it is deeply
meaningful that Seoul Metropolitan Archives commemorates the 40th anniversary of the
Gwangju Uprising by highlighting this book, which led the fight for truth and remembrance
thirty-five years ago.

In 1985, as a chief editor of the Pulbit Books, T was largely responsible for the production of
the book. I assisted the publisher, the late Na Byeongsik, who made a firm decision to publish
the book and Hwang Sok-yong the writer who resolutely came all the way from Gwangju
to Seoul with a bundle of materials to finish the work. Moreover, I suggested the title of
the book could be ‘beyond death, beyond the darkness of the age,” a phrase which I found
in an excellent poem A Song of Rebirth by the Korean poet Moon Byung-ran. I also added
subheadings after dividing the full text into chapters. So, the fact that the book is now to be
re-examined through this exhibition touches me greatly. As soon as Mr. Hwang arrived in
Seoul, he was in an inn night and day to do the final work in quarantine for absolute secrecy.
The final version of the manuscript was sent to a righteous printshop where, after going
through the stage of phototypesetting and galley proofs by the editorial team over night,
and twenty thousand copies of the first edition were printed and bound. We stored them
in a tent at the backyard of the Hongje Catholic Church with a help of the late Father Kim
Seung-hoon, but failed to escape the surveillance of the authorities, resulting in confiscation
of almost all copies. Nonetheless, sometime later after undercover work and all sorts of
difficulties, the book came out into the world. Memories of such uneasy and pressing times
flash through my mind like a phantasmagoria. To all those involved in this project, including
Mr. Na and Mr. Hwang, it was not just a publication project but a fierce fight to restore, in a
sustainable and material form, the spirit of Gwangju and the memory that we could not bring
up without tears, anger and shame. I still cannot forget the director of the phototypesetting
office; he told me that women who worked as typesetters through the night had composed

every piece with tears in their eyes.
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I thoroughly read the book again to write this essay. It has been thirty-five years since I
last read it. I read it three times, as a manuscript, in the galley proof stage, and after being
printed and bound. I was taken by the extreme brutality of the martial law troops which I
knew about but was afraid of facing in reality, as well as by the dramatic changes in those
involved - from fear to courage. I cried many times and I was infuriated. I trembled at the
tragic events and the citizens’ great passion for justice and action following the tragedy. I
cursed and blamed myself for not staying with them. Since then, 10 years, 20, 30 years have
passed, and the event has been called various names such as May 18, the Gwangju Incident,
the Gwangju People’s Uprising, and the Gwangju Democratization Movement. However, in
my mind, it was the Gwangju Massacre for a long time and if I were to use a less violent term,
it would be the Gwangju Incident. In fact, it was an ‘avalanche’ that one day just hit me rather
than an ‘incident.” To me, these other names are nothing more than conceptual compositions
by today’s generation. I did not want to free myself from the gruesomeness and the primeval
shock of the rawness that the word ‘massacre” describes. I believe it was because my first
experience in reading the book, when I felt as if T ached all over, was imbued with terrible

anger and shame rather than intellectual.

Only after reading Beyond Death, Beyond the Darkness of Age again, did I begin to think of
the ten-day long event as more than an ‘incident’ or a ‘massacre, and instead think of it
as an ‘uprising’ and a ‘democratization movement. Finally, T could read the book properly
and understand what Hwang Sok-yong and other writers had highlighted. They devoted
their attention not to the horrendous injuries or indiscriminate slaughter caused by state
violence, but to how the spontaneous protests against the brutality of the military rule had
given rise to an awareness of state violence against citizens, democracy and protest. Also, the
authors underlined the development of the protests into conscious practices which aimed at
establishing democracy for people not just in one region but throughout the entire country,
as well as the great spirit of community shared by Gwangju citizens. The citizens are neither
the massacred nor the victims; they have already transformed themselves into liberators,
victors and builders. In this sense it was an ‘uprising and at the same time something even

more positive.

All of us who made this book were occupied by the spirit of the 1980s, which was known as
‘National Liberation People’s Democracy, and by ideas around reformation, thus we wanted
to position the event on a path toward ‘National Liberation People’s Democratic Revolution’
against an anti-national ruling group as well as foreign forces. However, reading Beyond
Death, Beyond the Darkness of the Age once again and looking back on that time, I have come to
admit that it is not wrong to call this event the ‘May 18 Gwangju Democratization Movement.
Over the last forty years, the military dictatorship has lost their power, amendments to
the Constitution have provided for direct elections, and we have witnessed three peaceful

handovers of political power. Now we have a ‘democratic government.” However, in essence,
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in the sense of democracy meaning rule by the people - rule by representatives who are
elected by the people - ‘democracy’ is still one of the primary tasks that Korean society has
to tackle as an ongoing process. The uprising that took place in Gwangju forty years ago
has been at the heart of the long journey to end the system of anti-democratic rule, culture
and imagery since the April 19 Revolution in 1960. Thus, even though it may be called a
‘people’s uprising,” ‘citizen’s revolt” or the ‘Gwangju Uprising,” the choice of name should not
harm or denigrate its historical significance. What we ought to do is only to remember that
this memory of Gwangju contains invaluable seeds of deeper and greater hope for human
freedom and perhaps for a utopian dream beyond ‘democratization.” Although Gwangju still
lies deep inside me as a painful injury and constantly commands me to wake and stand up, I

should admit that I can no longer confine this historical event to a narrow cage of my trauma.

In closing, T hope this exhibition will add impetus to the revival of the first ever comprehensive
record of the Gwangju Uprising, Beyond Death, Beyond the Darkness of the Age as a classic of
our time, allowing those who experienced the day to reflect on the glorious uprising achieved
by the people of Gwangju alone and unaided, as well as providing younger generations with

an opportunity to learn about it.
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Future Generations Speak of the Gwangju Uprising

To examine the present through remembrance and reflection of the past, to endeavor to
make a bright future, and to hand down history, always have been, and always will be each

generation’s responsibility.

The history of the Gwangju Uprising continues not only with its ‘victims’ but also with
records and memories of new witnesses. It is time to listen to young people who use a variety

of media and forms to tell of Gwangju in May, 40 years ago.

LYt EgAE <09 FFoA Buyl= H> (2017-2020)
May Greetings, Greetings from May of Gwangju (2017-2020)
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Archives’ Vision to Promote Human Rights

The “Updated Set of principles for the protection and promotion of human rights through
action to combat impunity” published by the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner
for Human Rights (OHCHR), claims that it is “the state’s duty to preserve archives and other
evidence concerning violations of human rights and humanitarian law and to facilitate
knowledge of those violations™ (E/CN.4/2005/102/Add.1). Also, it declares that the right to
know is both a personal and collective right and it includes knowing what is archived, and

that the government has a duty to preserve memory.

At the Congress in Seoul in September 2016, the Program Commission of the International
Council on Archives (ICA) unanimously endorsed the Basic Principles on the Role of Archivists
and Records Managers in Support of Human Rights. This ICA working document provides
archival professionals with clear guidelines, based on human rights and fundamental

freedoms proclaimed by the UN.

Archivists and records managers have a crucial role to play in providing archival services to all
in need of them as well as in cooperating with governmental and other institutions for justice
and the public good. The protection and promotion of human rights gives proper endorsement

to the role of archivists and becomes a core principle of records management.

Commemorating the 40th anniversary of the Gwangju Uprising, the Seoul Metropolitan
Archives presents a special exhibition {Telling the Truth: Beyond Death, Beyond the Darkness
of the Age) to meet the demands of the age. An archive is a custodian of collective memory,
like a museum or a library. Remembering and archiving not only the honor of the past but also
the scars and the shame are both a right and a duty of the Seoul Metropolitan Archives as an

institution concerned with memory as well as a stepping stone towards the future.

Basic Principles of the Role of Archivists in Support of Human Rights*

1. Institutions, archivists and records managers should create and maintain recordkeeping
regimes that protect archives that document human rights and should act to ensure that
the management of those archives preserves the integrity of the archives and their value

as evidence.

2. Institutions, archivists and records managers should prevent the destruction of archives

that are likely to contain evidence of the violation of human rights or humanitarian law.

3. Archivists and records managers should select, acquire and retain archives that are
within the scope and mandate of their archival institution, without discrimination that is

proscribed by the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

4. Archivists and records managers should consider in each appraisal decision the utility
of that body of archives to support or identify a claim of human rights, to assist in the
identification of perpetrators of human rights violations, to permit the identification of
persons who held positions that might have involved them in human rights violations,
to clarify the events that led to the violation of human rights, to help resolve the fate of
missing persons, or to enable individuals to seek compensation for past violations of

human rights.

5. Governments should ensure that archives concerning violations of human rights and
humanitarian law are preserved. Governments and private institutions ensure the
provision of sufficient funding and other resources for the professional management of

these archives.

6. Institutions, archivists and records managers should ensure that the archives of temporary
bodies established to assist in transitional justice are protected and preserved, both while
the entity exists and after it closes; public notice should be given prior to the disposal of

any archives from these bodies.

210 AR S 9% 7|5 v

* International Council on Archives, Human Rights Working Group, Basic Principles on the Role of Archivists and Records
Managers in Support of Human Rights (A working document of the International Council on Archives) (September 2016)
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Special Exhibition: The 40th Anniversary of the Gwangju Uprising

Hol Jol: ZAIS el = 87 Telling the Truth: Beyond Death, Beyond the Darkness of the Age
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